Student Associations News
LISSA Update, Spring/Summer 2017

Charlotte Mona Roi, President
Brittany Tibbett, Vice-President
Keisha Coulter, Secretary
Tammy White, Webmaster

Dr. Cindy Yu, Faculty Advisor

Charlotte Mona Roi
ALA Conference, Chicago

| was asked to participate in the Student to Staff
program at the annual ALA Conference in Chicago
this year. It was my first conference so | had no
expectations, no ideas about what | would gain from
attending. | went because it seemed like the right
thing to do. While there were ample speakers and
round-tables about things that were so specific to my
interests like Anthropological Librarianship and
Author Censorship what | walked away from was
more than what any of those seminars could give:
introspection and friendship.

While, regretfully, it seemed that my required hours
at the Press Table coincided with quite a few of the
seminars and book signings | would have liked to
have attended, like Lemony Snicket, | could not have
planned one | did attend any better. | experienced
one of those rare moments that the universe just
opens and illuminates direction.

On happenstance, | went to an author’s signing of
whom | was only peripherally familiar. The graphic
novel was The Shape of Ideas by Grant Snider.

In the span of a 30-minute talk, | found inspiration.
Snider talked about how we all have this desire to
create inside of us; how by day he’s a dentist and by
night, a cartoonist. The thought of taking a risk and
leaping ahead with shaping and creating something
divorced from my academic goals is what is | needed
to hear. | needed to remember what Mr. Larson, my
middle school English teacher used to say, “Be afraid.
All writers have fear, and sometimes they fail; you
will too but keep writing.” | needed to remember to
be afraid. It is a lesson long forgotten.

The point, or goal, of attending the conference may
have been with the intention of representing
Southern Miss and networking, but what | ultimately
gained was more than what | could have expected. |
made connections. | solidified a connection with
myself and connections with others. | met some
incredible women. | worked with a woman with such
strong, fierce motivation and a love of books that it
was almost palpable sitting two feet from her. | met a
journalist who spent time telling me stories about her
world travels - where her career took her, where she
went in the world. She shared tea with me and asked
about my journey.

Perhaps sharing is mostly what librarianship is; it is
not shopping for the latest gadgets or sitting quietly
in the background, it is about talking and interacting
and sharing. It is a profession-based community
development. While | sat behind the desk waiting to
print out press badges, that’s exactly what | got to do;
in the middle of this metropolis, a small community
emerged and then dissipated within a week now only
existing within the invisible wires of the Internet.

- Charlotte Mona Roi, LISSA President

LISSA broadcasts its meetings via Adobe Connect and
meeting dates are announced via the SLIS listserv.
You are invited to join our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/southernmisslissa
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SMSA membership is free and open to all students,
alumni, faculty, and staff of the university who have
an interest in archives and special collections.

And of course, everyone is welcome to “like” our
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Southern-Miss-Student-
Archivists-SMSA-203760579638985/.

SMSA sponsored a Digi-Day at the USM McCain
Library & Archives Digitization Laboratory, Saturday,
April 29th. The major event for the student groups
LISSA and SMSA in spring 2017 was the 50th annual
Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival, where
students organized a display and manned a
hospitality table on the second floor of the Thad
Cochran Center.

Council on Community Literacy and Reading
Dr. Catharine Bomhold, Director

Spring/Summer Activities
Read Across America Day, March 2, 2017

This year the CCLR visited Hawkins Elementary
School, where 400 new books were distributed to
each child, pre-k — 5th grade, and volunteers read to
them. The Cat in the Hat also stopped by in each
classroom. A great time was had by all, and a few
children were spotted reading in the wild!

Only S2 will buy a book for a child; $80 will sponsor a
book walk with 2 deconstructed books. If you would
like to help, send a check made out to USM SLIS to:
CCLR/ Dr. Catharine Bomhold

118 College Drive, #5146

The University of Southern Miss

Hattiesburg, MS 39406


https://www.facebook.com/Southern-Miss-Student-Archivists-SMSA-203760579638985/
https://www.facebook.com/Southern-Miss-Student-Archivists-SMSA-203760579638985/

The School of Library and Information Science and *Download and print your own copy of the
The Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival would like Mississippi Literary Map at:

to give special thanks to: the Phil Hardin Foundation http://msreads.lib.ms.us/mslitmap/
for co-sponsoring several sessions; Holly Lange and

Jere Nash for the incredible behind-the-scenes work

for year’s Mississippi Book Festival; the Mississippi

Book Festival’s many other, generous sponsors and

supporters; the state of Mississippi for providing the

Capitol Building free of charge; the Galloway Church

for opening its doors to the Festival; and to the

Festival’s many volunteers, who not only provided

“feet on the ground” but also helped Festival

newcomers find their way around and guests feel

welcome.

Well done to all involved!

< EvVv Z}A 00 % E + v§]vP Zt o }u I
to Rohmann and Fleming

Ezra Jack Keats Exhibit by
h”~D '"Epuulv  Z]Jo & v[e >]S E SUE }oo S]}v



