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“Colored” Carnegie Libraries

« Atlanta, GA * New Orleans, LA
* Evansville, 1A * Savannah, GA
» Greensboro, NC
* Houston, TX

* Knoxville, TN

* Louisville, KY (x 2)
¢ Meridian, MS

* Mound Bayou, MS
* Nashville, TN
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“Colored” Carnegie Libraries
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Research Objectives

* to document the history of all 12 segregated Carnegie libraries

* to investigate the role they played as places of learning and
community-making

* to complete oral history interviews with former users and
make these interviews publicly available

Deliverables

* project website

* completed oral history interviews (audio and transcripts)
* articles for BlackPast.org, journal articles

* monograph (with summary of findings)

* toolkit for practitioners
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Archival Methods

* archival research Y1:
* Meridian, MS
* Mound Bayou, MS
¢ Louisville, KY
* New Orleans, LA
e Atlanta, GA
¢ Savannah, GA

Oral Histories

* 30-40 minutes

* recollections of library and community
* 4 interviews completed (2 more pending)

* recruitment ongoing
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Recruitment

* leads/referrals

* info from past news articles

* community organizations

* project website (submission
form)

* posters and fliers

* publicity: Southern Miss Now,
Meridian Star, Jackson Clarion-
Ledger, Journal of Blacks in
Higher Education, and Library
Journal

Did you use the
Western or Eastern Branch Libraries
back in the 1950s or 19605

these important public libraries.

The Westem Brancn of e Louavile Free Publc ibeary.
founded in 1905, wos the fnl Fee publc ibrary for Afican-
Amencand in ihe United Stater. The Ecafem Bronch. which
opened n 914, served the Smotetown nexghbomood untt
2 ciosed in the mid- 1970

| woukd e 10 kcate indviduol Ihaf visted Ihess e
back in e 1960 19501, or even earer, and preserve therr
for future generations to hear and read. The
project s being funded with a gront fom fhe Institute of
Museum and Livary Senvices

¥ you can heip wilh the project in any way. please confact
me af $01-264-4228 o matthew auiffelumedy, Your Nep i
much appreciated

Srceredy

t Dr. Matthew Griffis
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HRS y oence -
. s [raied
THERN e .
1581PPL - 2 -
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Online Archive

‘ THE ROOTS OF COMMUNITY PROJECT
Ne1924

Carnegle Libraries for Afeican Americans

QOral History with Jerome Wilson

Mavemer 19,2010

“umce

1y G Gt s v ) R P Prpect Comctr
Fheate o (601) 2084238 Kot M loamiion

Biography
O darome Wkson was borm n Warkiwn, Mssaap n 1943 He atended 51 Jobeph's Cathobc

1983, sarrmd

it e

D e voury

ARt B PrST 1 MIRBIRPRT ACI At AGEAH S Cro OMTA 8 D60k Mboud e

i o, Wikce e i waik g dhetance of Wil “conred e ory” o 13" Srwet
Ths e Pusory aryaew, Conduchas o4 19 Novemibar J014, Iocubes on Wisen's 18

Transcript

Grfba: Thve s Dr. Mstiew G of the University of Southaer Messsipns
Novemoer 197, 201

M, iy office a e Liweruty. O Wison s Rockyite, Marytar
We are, of Coles. COnALCIIY 14 (Pirview Over e pone: AR Ik an
ol story ntervio for the Roats of Communty Project

'
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Project Website

-ASE OF SCHOLARSHIP. RESEARCH, AND CREATIVITY AT THE UNIVERSITY

SEARCH
—— THE ROOTS OF COMMUNITY

Notify me via emad of RS3

it L Lead investigator.
Cotactons. Dr. Matthen Grifis, Assistant Professor
Satjocts Schotof Lorary son Scenca, Uty of

e P 501.265.4228, E- Gusmegy

AUTHOR CORNER This peoject was made possidle in part by the insitute of Museum and Library Services (Grant # RE-31-16-0044-16)

Aumor FAQ

Users t 8 ok aary* 1928, 4

Project Overview

Tha Roots of Community project 8¢amings the Nty of 1 Wsive SeQregalss Camsgie ihvares (orCamegie Negro
raries”, a5 they were cated men), 3 GIous of puBlE braries Ihat openet betvesn 1900 and 1926 znd were an offical
extension of Andrew Camegie's (and alar tha Camagie C ‘Yorics) walkknown Koeary busing program

These Sorarias pened in Atiania, GA: Greansbaro, NC: Houston. TX. Knaavile, T: Louisvite, KY (2 ioraries); Meridan,
74 Bayoy, MS, Nashwiie, TN, New Crieans, La: and Savannan, GA. Gnly one segtegated Camegee strary
008N 1 § AOMNHN Commarity: EvanViBe, IA. FOr D8 ANV B4 ik GecAdH 158 DIAMISE $6ve0 B8 192INING DRCHE for
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Project Website

Home AboWt  FAQ My Account c 2 AT THE UNIVERSITY OF

SEARCH

[ INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

Search

in this series

Advanced Seaich

e projects gosl
early 201h century and the study of Afican Amenican hs

to compie an xtensiva sl of rESOUTCES 1aLated 15 The "Colo1ad Carnegie KDrares” of the

ory in general This page wil axpand a¢ the project progressas
Nty me via emal or RSS ‘general This page wil expand a¢ the project progressas

BROWSE I
g

Gotections

Subjects

Autnors

AUTHOR CORNER
Author FAG

ARTICLE LOCATIONS

Users at a “eolered bary " 1928

External Links

Viaw ariicies on map.
Viaw artces in Googhe Eanih
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Project Website

Documentary Sources, Part 1: General

Andrew Camegie, Race and Libranes

AUnne, Nadine. “The Work of Carmiegie ENGORTENt i the Balkans afer Wod
rade, 19191926, ecs. 1210, 1 (August 2011): 3- 23

Wat One: The Universty Library of

 Library Servics for Negros in Salshury, Norn Carolna, 1937-1963 * Master's

Sarah A “Tie Fiace 10 Go' The 13500 Strewt Branch Libxary and the Karlem Renaissance, The Libary
Yo & 383421

§30-1935. Chicago: American Libcary

Associa!

ey Jonn
A

‘Andrew Camagis

and Race " Divarse lssues in Higher Education. Last Modibed June 17, 2008
1, 2016, Btp Adiversoeducaton convartcie/t1301

Ball Fiona, “The Raciaky-Sey os in Soulh Afrca in 1928. Negrophiis

Sagragationist? farmaton Fostory, No. 3 (Seplember 2009]: 1744180,

Bobinski, George S C:

vegie Librarres Their Mistory and imosc an Amen

ongraghyof

Carmepie. Andrave “The Best Fields for Philanthropy.’ Fre North A& 140 No. 397 (December 18393 682

Camaie. Andraw: “Tha Hogro'n America: An Address ” Dolivared bafcra
Chayney, PA. Octabar 16, 1907

e Phicsoshical nstéutions of Ednburs.

Clark.Pafricia G “The Politcs of Information: Librasies and Librarianship i the Wesbérn Cape, South Aica, 1830s-

19605 ” PhD diss., Universiy of Minois o

bana-Champaign, 2002

Tne Colored Peaples Lioraries of the Soutn.” The J

¢ Educaan, No 32 (Summer 2001) 44-25

for Afican Americans in Jm Crow Soutn
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Project Website

A SHOWCAS!

SEARCH

Entar saarcn torms;

LIBRARY PROFILES

inthis sacias
Atvanca Search

Notdy me via email ot RSS
BROWSE

Colictions

Subjects

Aunors

AUTHOR CORNER
Aulhor FAD

estern Colceed Branch L
a5 3n3 Spec) Catectons

ARTICLE LOCATIONS
Auburn Braneh Library, Atlanta, Georgia (1921-59)

The AUBUI Branch LIbiary vias 4 S8g1egated Branch of the Camagis Library of AN (10w e AUIE-FUtcn PUbic
Library System). Opened n 1821, s the trst ree public ibrary in Alanta for African Armencans and ane of twe
seqagated pubke lbraries in the so0th fundes by phASRINODiSt Andréw Camege: Famnarty ocated at 133 Auturm
venus, the Aubum Branch ciosed in 1859, Amang i notabie former users was cric and policalleader Jonn
Dobos (16821961

o T A Branchs sory bagen émost osnty years et th by opened Whan 1 Camegie Lbxary of Alanta
(GLA) as esabistos = 1902 iha $125 000 rant rom Anrew Gamegie 0 ot sl back use

Veerw articies on map from Alacis's Al o ty. including inivers#y professor WE B DuBo:
View srtites n Google Eath demanded that tne CLA provide acoess fo blacks. DuBois questionad the legaity of using tax maney rom blscks fwho
1aprasantan sbout 3 hnd of ALanta's ppISton atthe BTs) 0 SLPROr 2 Whitas-anly publc Bbrary. The CLA' trustees
7ot onty rahused 1 provide access, they also denied DUBGs s request ar biack repress

proposed opening a s

parate krary for biacks instead. Bt afer receiving an offer of $10,000 from Camege in 1904 for
2 -colored” brancn, neither the city nor the CLA advanced e project

Alanta's biack citizens neverthelsss continusd fo0byIng for 3 biack pubic lbrary. 'Wen Tommi Dora Barke (1835-1978)

became Librarian of the CLA in 1918 she took uo the cause and evenhually secured 525,000 from the Camedle
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Project Website

o v g e e

agragated public schockt

B0 ang Harr also haIpas Improvs lbrary cobiactans i Lous

Tha Western Cotorad Branch operates today a6 110 Wester Library, an Aisgrated branch of e Lousvas Free Pubc
Livary system Tnough o Isnger seqragated, fremains in s Camagie biskding of 1908 and sarves & predaminan
Afisan American neghBCmE08 Tha ibrary S1S0 MENTSNS SH1ENSS SPACal COSaCtons aOicatad 1b Afiean Amencan

Stuses and e history of Locisvil's black commundy. Amonp The Wastern Colored Branch's

ormer usees ks Hocston A
Baker, ine dstnguished scnolar of Alrican American studies

$1an0a B Famngton, “Westem Colorea Brancn Library
glon, K. Univarsity Fress of Kentucky. 2015)

0 s

4r Colore Branch was 8 49g1egated pUBic ibrary IOca1N at 60D Lampton St I Lowksviee, Kamtucky
0paned in 1914, 4 w33 148 58cona of e Cy' "CHIOIAC (anes and 38rved LowsvER's sast ang. Tha Westam Coiorss
Branch, which opened in 1905, wat Bary i the Unged Sta

s Both branches

s ioeary progran of ha sarly century. The

Easlem Branch dosedin

Tha torca befind the Wastern and Eastern Colored Branches was Aloar E
educator who i 1902 Ubrany's oscius

ihvan e s " a )
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Project Website

FAQ My Accomt

PARTNERS AND SPONSOR

About the Project Dirsctor

oty me via aroad o FS3
BROWSE

atHanasbuy

Cobectons

0, s 1 550ken about e hisery of moge YA 2N BUDAC xanes a5 S0cial o9

Sublects
Ao conterences of me A2
AUTHOR CORNER
Auihes FAG

R TCIel o Project Partners

ana erarations conferencas ncludng our

arch paers pressrind attoa 2000, 2010, 2011, and 2016 annusl

8 N 50 NE0SS (FQANES conlEtences nd nstAules devoled 1o

eicstng iy protestonats o he dBsig o BRSCIe 51 1ESPONSIS HENar) SP3CE

;a BlackPast.org™

v Reme

e open access senesany reterence reseurc

3 cuar

e5.80 Dol o1 ATICan BACAStrY h o 1o of N wld 1

nbered & Reclaimed

arAnga by brofessional Nistonans of AMICaT

e hs i e resautce 5 e ncustve

rolacl, and accursta informaton concermag e Ratory of Afican Amscans a te Unred

e T and spomsers 1o foster

BlackPast org e pase e

s genarate contructe
—

THE AQUILA DIGITAL COMMUNITY

Missssiopl. Aqui contams alof e

Ty 31 6900 3cc88S Rt repITy

e ana mantaned by The Uriarsey of Sounern

nolarty works croated by the unverst's facut. staf, and shudacts and hort

9481 journats 3nd rawslaters pablahed By he Universy. 12 8s5igns and

R4031CH OrOIS b (0 WS § 12
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Project Website

Mome Abot FAQ My Account
SEARCH
Enter codnch torms.

inthis series

Advanced Search

Notdy me via emal oc R3S o you ever 3 uses of

BROWSE

Colettions
Sutjocs a8 inervien

PR mterviews wi
oriine éigital ¢

50, i My wish £ &0
would focus on your

AUTHOR CORNER
4, olewsa éma
 form (please

W interes
AmarEag nform

ARTICLE LOCATIONS

Phane

Vi wticies on msp
Vi arcies n Google Earin

Comments {optional)

Become a Participant
o any ofthe segregated Came
1. Louasvie, Knoxwle, New Oriesns, Hers

"
memones of the ieary, s branans, 25 use

saucioants are offered 2 $25 bookstare g
ibe her researchers a

OUTHERN

BECOME A PARTICIPANT

ranes examind in this project (possly the lbranes in

e innsh (G, Nashle, o Evansule)?

03t 30 oral Betory Interview 1o the project The Intervien woukd be Jd0-reco(ded 1ng
5, 3nd It lasger communiy 3t the tme.

i for sharing their memones, Completed
 of Southem Masssonis

B
be general ublc via the Unver

ety 3t matthw. grifsBusm v, <all 601-266-5502, or il o

seaich
include yout rame, phus Ether sh email or 2 phone Aumber).
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BlackPast.org

N4 BlackPast.org™
b s o1

BlackPast.org is Funded by You | WRITE FOR BLACKP

The Users of this Website ."We Need Your Support. Th i i
Click Here 1o Donate Now
Home Main Features ‘Special Features What's New? About Us How You Can Help Contact
G SelectLanguage | ¥ i
m:mﬂm o African American History

D EIooRo

BlackPast.org Blog

miph in the face of tremendous human tragedy. This site serves as a portal to the

The € In the United States has been a paradox of incredi

Browse Our Online Encyclopedia:

Browse Our BlackPast Contributors:

Related Resources:
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Contact

Feel free to contact me at matthew.griffis@usm.edu.
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