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“Colored” Carnegie Libraries

« Atlanta, GA * New Orleans, LA
* Evansville, 1A * Savannah, GA
» Greensboro, NC
* Houston, TX

* Knoxville, TN

* Louisville, KY (x 2)
¢ Meridian, MS

* Mound Bayou, MS
* Nashville, TN
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“Colored” Carnegie Libraries

SHOES 2017

Research Objectives

* to document the history of all 12 segregated Carnegie libraries

* to investigate the role they played as places of learning and
community-making

* to complete oral history interviews with former users and
make these interviews publicly available

Theoretical Framework

* the development of public libraries in the United States (Lee,
1965; Harris, 1973; Garrison, 1979)

* “sense of community” (McMillan & Chavis, 1986)

* “sense of place” (Lefebvre, 1974, 1991; Oldenburg, 1989)
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Archival Methods

B
* Louisville, KY (Eastern Branch) (Feb 2017) \

Meridian, MS (Sep 2016)
Mound Bayou, MS (Nov 2016)
Louisville, KY (Western Branch)
(Feb 2017)

Oral Histories

* 3interviews completed (2 more pending)

with former users (30-40 mins.)
recorded and transcribed

focus on recollections of library, of
community
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Recruitment

leads/referrals from librarians
and archivists

past news articles about
libraries or Civil-Rights-related
events

community organizations
project website (submission
form)

posters and fliers

publicity: Southern Miss Now,
Meridian Star, Journal of Blacks
in Higher Education

Did you use the
Western or Eastern Branch Libraries
back in the 1950s or 1960s¢

| == 3
If yes, you can help record the history of
these important public libraries.

The Westem Branch of e Louavile Free Pubic ibeory
founded in 1905, was the fat Fee publc Rrary for Afacan.
Americans in the Unifed States. The Easfem Branch. which
opened n 1914, served the Smotetown Pegrbomood untt
# ciosed in the mid- 1970

| woukd e 10 kcate indviduol Ihaf visted Ihess e
back in e 1960 19501, or even earer, and preserve therr
¢ futwe generations to hear and read. The
proy being funded with a gront fom fhe instiute of
and Libvary Services

n hel with the project in any way. please confact
mothew aiffsluim edy, Your hep it
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Online Archive

‘ THE ROOTS OF COMMUNITY PROJECT
Carnegle Libraries for African Americans [908.1924

QOral History with Jerome Wilson
Movemar 19,201
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Contact

Feel free to contact me at matthew.griffis@usm.edu.
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