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“I Am Not A Virus” by Lauren Wages (she/her)  

ABSTRACT. “I’m Not a Virus” is about healing from the hate brought on by the world. This 
self-portrait expresses the hurt and healing many Asian-Americans are experiencing throughout 
the pandemic.  

 

STUDENT BIO. Kenzie Wages is a senior Elementary and 
Special Education major at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. She is the Vice President of Sigma Alpha Iota and 
Digital Nest Media, and the Social Media Chair for the Genders 
& Sexualities Alliance. She is also involved in the Black-Eyed 
Susans, SAPA, the National Society of Leadership & Success, 
and others. She submitted her multimedia piece titled, “I Am Not 
A Virus” on January 31st, 2022. 

2022.  
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