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“Impenetrable Interiority” by Ilima Lewis (they/them)  

ABSTRACT. “Impenetrable Interiority” focuses on Emily Dickinson’s intimate letters to her 
sister-in-law, Susan Dickinson. There have often been speculations that Dickinson was a 
spinster-like shut-in whose love life was quite uneventful, and yet on the other hand, there has 
also been the speculation that Emily was deeply in love with Susan. Out of all of the people 
Emily wrote to, Susan was the correspondent who received the most. However, the 
circumstances were not so black and white, and are not easy for biographers to settle on. Her 
letters leave room for many questions.  

 

 

 

STUDENT BIO. Ilima Lewis is a senior English 
Major, Theatre Minor. They call Kansas home, but was 
born in Tallahassee, Florida, and has lived in Arizona as 
well. This semester they are involved with GSA and the 
Creative Writing Club. They submitted their Zine 
project titled, "Impenetrable Interiority" about Emily 
Dickinson in the History and Liberation category on 
Monday, January 31st. 
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