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“The Failed Pursuit of Religious Expectations: Compulsory Heterosexuality, Compulsory 
Able-Bodiedness, and Queer/Disabled Existence in The Book of Margery Kempe (ca. 1373-
1440)” by John Tobin (he/him)  

ABSTRACT. The Book of Margery Kempe (ca 1450-1500) details the life of Margery, a 
medieval woman who seeks to purify herself before God while simultaneously exhibiting non-
normative behavior regarding church expectations of chastity, purity, the body, and conformity. 
In her story, Margery enacts many unusual forms of worship that toe the line of Church 
expectations: she bestows healing kisses upon women, spends exclusive time healing a woman 
who refuses to be attended by men, she strikes up a celibacy pact with her husband, and starves 
herself as a form of penance. Margery’s motives for such behavior are up for debate. With 
previous scholarship on Margery in mind, Tobin turns to the work of Robert McRuer regarding 
compulsory able-bodiedness and the work of Adrienne Rich regarding compulsory 
heterosexuality as vehicles for the exploration of Margery’s inability to attain the Church ideal 
of normal behavior at the time, as well as her resistance to deviance. Although compulsory 
heterosexuality and able-bodiedness originate in a contemporary context and are therefore born 
of a different socio-cultural conception of the body and sexuality, they open the potential to 
perceive sexuality and able-bodiedness in medieval texts in new ways. In this essay, Tobin 
explores how Margery, to free herself from heteronormative and able-bodied expectations 
perpetuated by the Church, uses the legitimacy of God and Jesus’ divine intervention in her life 
as an attempt to simultaneously be perceived as normal, while also living as a queer, disabled 
woman.  
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The Failed PXUVXiW Rf ReligiRXV E[SecWaWiRnV: CRmSXlVRU\ HeWeURVe[XaliW\, CRmSXlVRU\

Able-BRdiedneVV, and QXeeU/DiVabled E[iVWence in The BRRk Rf MaUgeU\ KePSe (ca. 1373-1440)

The BRRk Rf MaUgeU\ KePSe (ca. 1373-1440) deWailV Whe life Rf MaUgeU\, a medieYal

ZRman ZhR VeekV WR SXUif\ heUVelf befRUe GRd Zhile VimXlWaneRXVl\ e[hibiWing nRn-nRUmaWiYe

behaYiRU UegaUding chXUch e[SecWaWiRnV Rf chaVWiW\, SXUiW\, Whe bRd\, and cRnfRUmiW\. In heU VWRU\,

MaUgeU\ enacWV man\ fRUmV Rf ZRUVhiS WhaW WRe Whe line Rf ChXUch e[SecWaWiRnV: Vhe beVWRZV

healing kiVVeV XSRn ZRmen, VSendV e[clXViYe Wime healing a ZRman ZhR UefXVeV WR be aWWended

b\ men, Vhe VWUikeV XS a celibac\ SacW ZiWh heU hXVband, and VWaUYeV heUVelf aV a fRUm Rf

Senance. MaUgeU\¶V mRWiYeV fRU VXch behaYiRU aUe XS fRU debaWe. SchRlaUV like JeVVica HineV

e[SlRUe MaUgeU\¶V langXage aV a fRUm Rf SaVViRnaWe deYRWiRn WhURXgh Zhich a SeUVRn mXVW VXffeU

aV ChUiVW dReV, a cRnceSW WhaW HineV claimV iV SaUW Rf a cXlWXUal VhifW WhaW fRcXVeV Rn ChUiVW¶V mRUe

hXman TXaliWieV. SRme VchRlaUVhiS, like WhaW Rf LaXUa SaeWYeiW MileV, bUingV WR lighW Whe idea Rf

³TXeeU WRXch:´ a cRnceSW MileV aUgXeV MaUgeU\ e[SeUienceV in SXUVXiW Rf healing RWheUV. MileV¶

e[SlRUaWiRn Rf TXeeUneVV amRng hRl\ ZRmen like MaUgeU\ RSenV Whe dRRU fRU neZ UeadingV Rn

MaUgeU\¶V nRnnRUmaWiYe acWV Rf deYRWiRn aV fRUmV Rf TXeeU behaYiRU.

WiWh WhiV SUeYiRXV VchRlaUVhiS in mind, I WXUn WR Whe ZRUk Rf RRbeUW McRXeU UegaUding

³cRmSXlVRU\ able-bRdiedneVV´ and alVR Whe ZRUk Rf AdUienne Rich UegaUding ³cRmSXlVRU\

heWeURVe[XaliW\´ aV YehicleV fRU Whe e[SlRUaWiRn Rf MaUgeU\¶V inabiliW\ WR aWWain Whe ChXUch ideal

Rf nRUmal behaYiRU aW Whe Wime, aV Zell aV heU UeViVWance WR deYiance. McRXeU and Rich¶V WeUmV

highlighW Whe SURblemaWic imSliciW VRcieWal e[SecWaWiRn WhaW SeRSle cannRW helS bXW VWUiYe WR be

able-bRdied and heWeURVe[Xal and WheUefRUe alVR VWUiYe nRW WR be SeUceiYed aV deYianW RU abeUUanW

accRUding WR SeUceiYed VRciR-cXlWXUal nRUmV. AlWhRXgh cRmSXlVRU\ heWeURVe[XaliW\ and
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able-bRdiedneVV RUiginaWe in a cRnWemSRUaU\ cRnWe[W and aUe WheUefRUe bRUn Rf a diffeUenW

VRciR-cXlWXUal cRnceSWiRn Rf Whe bRd\ and Ve[XaliW\, Whe\ RSen Whe SRWenWial WR SeUceiYe Ve[XaliW\

and able-bRdiedneVV in medieYal We[WV in neZ Za\V. UVing DiVabiliW\ SWXdieV in WhiV Za\ iV SaUW

Rf a bURadeU mRYemenW WR e[SlRUe diVabiliW\ in medieYal liWeUaWXUe. In Whe caVe Rf MaUgeU\, Vhe

e[hibiWV VeYeUal behaYiRUV WhaW mighW \ield inVighW aV WR ZheWheU Vhe achieYeV a TXeeU/diVabled

e[iVWence. SXch behaYiRUV inclXde heU UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh Senance aV VWaUYaWiRn, hRZ Vhe baUgainV

ZiWh GRd WR beVWRZ healing kiVVeV Rn Vick ZRmen RYeU men, heU celibac\ SacW ZiWh heU hXVband,

and heU YiUWXal SeUfRUmaWiYiW\ Rf heWeURVe[XaliW\ and able-bRdiedneVV. In WhiV eVVa\, I aUgXe WhaW

MaUgeU\, WR fUee heUVelf fURm heWeURnRUmaWiYe and able-bRdied e[SecWaWiRnV SeUSeWXaWed b\ Whe

ChXUch, XVeV Whe legiWimac\ Rf GRd and JeVXV¶ diYine inWeUYenWiRn in heU life aV an aWWemSW WR

VimXlWaneRXVl\ be SeUceiYed aV nRUmal and liYe aV a TXeeU/diVabled ZRman.

McRXeU and Rich¶V cRnceSWV Rf cRmSXlVRU\ heWeURVe[XaliW\ and cRmSXlVRU\

able-bRdiedneVV aUe SaUWicXlaUl\ aSSlicable WR MaUgeU\ nRW Rnl\ becaXVe Rf Whe Za\V in Zhich Whe

WeUmV inWeUVecW ZiWh Rne anRWheU, bXW alVR in Whe Za\V bRWh TXeeUneVV and diVabiliW\ inWeUVecW

ZiWhin MaUgeU\. In WhiV cRnWe[W, ³imSaiUmenW´ iV Whe Sh\Vical e[SeUience Rf diVabiliW\, Zhile

³diVabiliW\´ iV Whe VRcial e[SeUience. McRXeU dUaZV a cleaU link beWZeen Whe WeUmV in ZhaW he

callV a ³TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence,´ nRWing WhaW: ³Whe mRVW VXcceVVfXl heWeURVe[Xal VXbjecW iV Whe

Rne ZhRVe Ve[XaliW\ iV nRW cRmSURmiVed b\ diVabiliW\ (meWaShRUi]ed aV TXeeUneVV); Whe mRVW

VXcceVVfXl able-bRdied VXbjecW iV Whe Rne ZhRVe abiliW\ iV nRW cRmSURmiVed b\ TXeeUneVV

(meWaShRUi]ed aV diVabiliW\)´ (McRXeU 400). BRWh TXeeUneVV and diVabiliW\ aUe cRnVideUed

deYiaWiRnV Rf cXlWXUal nRUmV WhaW can be e[hibiWed ZiWh YaU\ing leYelV Rf VXcceVV and MaUgeU\¶V

VWUXggle WR be SeUceiYed aV nRUmal iV a UeVXlW Rf ZhaW mighW be SeUceiYed an aWWemSW WR liYe an
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aXWhenWic TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence. While McRXeU¶V nRUmV aUe defined in a cRnWemSRUaU\

cRnWe[W aV heWeURVe[XaliW\ and able-bRdiedneVV, in MaUgeU\¶V Wime, Whe\ aUe mRUe clRVel\ aligned

ZiWh ChXUch YalXeV. In MaUgeU\¶V caVe, WheUe iV nR cleaU Velf-adRSWed WeUm fRU TXeeUneVV RU

diVabiliW\. InVWead, Vhe e[hibiWV ZhaW Ze mighW YieZ WRda\ aV TXeeU behaYiRUV in heU inWeUacWiRnV

ZiWh ZRmen, bXW alVR ZhaW Ze mighW YieZ WRda\ aV eiWheU diVabiliW\ in heU YiViWaWiRnV fURm ChUiVW

RU ZhaW cRXld be SRVW-SaUWXm deSUeVViRn afWeU beaUing childUen. FRU Whe SXUSRVeV Rf

XndeUVWanding MaUgeU\ and Whe fRUceV WhaW cRmSel heU, iW iV helSfXl WR YieZ MaUgeU\ XVing WheVe

WeUmV. She YiUWXall\ SeUfRUmV a heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied e[iVWence in line ZiWh Whe ChXUch Zhile

alVR achieYing a fRUm Rf TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence in Whe laWe medieYal eUa.

TR XndeUVWand Whe fRUceV WhaW cRmSel MaUgeU\ WR behaYe ZiWhin Whe heWeURVe[Xal and

able-bRdied e[SecWaWiRnV Rf Whe Wime and Slace, iW iV fiUVW imSRUWanW WR define WheVe e[SecWaWiRnV in

UelaWiRn WR Whe ChXUch, Zhich iV Whe dRminanW cXlWXUal SRZeU VWUXcWXUe dXUing Whe Wime. TR dR

WhiV, I fiUVW WXUn WR Diane WalW¶V ³MaU\ Whe Ph\Vician: WRmen, ReligiRn and Medicine in Whe

Middle AgeV,´ in Zhich Vhe e[WendV Whe cRnceSW Rf ChUiVWXV PedicXV, RU ³ChUiVW Whe Ph\Vician,´

WR ZhaW Vhe callV ³MaUia PedicXV´ RU ³MaU\ Whe Ph\Vician.´ ThURXgh a VeUieV Rf cRnnecWiRnV

beWZeen MaUgeU\ and medical SUacWiceV, WalW Va\V, ³The ViUgin MaU\ VeemV WR haYe had

SaUWicXlaU aVVRciaWiRnV ZiWh medicine WhaW ZenW be\Rnd heU mRUe geneUall\ UecRgniVed

aVVRciaWiRnV ZiWh inWeUceVVRU\ healing and ZiWh childbiUWh´ (27) and alVR WhaW ³MaU\ ZaV cenWUal

WR Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe ZRman in Whe laWe medieYal hRXVehRld´ (27). CRnVideUing WhaW

ChUiVWXV PedicXV iV Whe idea WhaW ChUiVW iV a Sh\Vician ZhR can heal Sh\Vical and menWal

ailmenWV, WalW WUaceV hRZ MaUgeU\ iV e[SRVed WR YiViRnV Rf ChUiVW aV a Sh\Vician in Whe bRRk and

aUgXeV WhaW Vhe VimXlWaneRXVl\ fXlfillV e[SecWaWiRnV Rf Whe ViUgin MaU\ aV a healeU. ThXV, WheUe
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aUe WZR cXlWXUal fRUceV ZRUking Rn MaUgeU\ WhaW inflXence heU behaYiRU: Whe idea WhaW ChUiVW iV a

Sh\Vician ZhR can heal a SeUVRn like MaUgeU\, bXW alVR WhaW MaUgeU\, aV a ZRman, iV e[SecWed WR

haYe an inWimaWe VSiUiWXal UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh Whe ViUgin MaU\. MaUgeU\ can be a chaVWe Sh\Vician

like MaU\: a MaUia PedicXV. CRnVideUing WalW¶V ZRUk, MaUgeU\ WheUefRUe e[SeUienceV a cXlWXUal

cRmSXlViRn WR heal and be healed. MaUgeU\ e[eUciVeV heU healing abiliW\ in Za\V WhaW meeW WheVe

e[SecWaWiRnV, bXW Vhe alVR aWWemSWV YalidaWe a W\Se Rf TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence. The Za\ MaUgeU\

meeWV WheVe cRmSXlViRnV leadV WR VeYeUal inVWanceV Rf TXeeU behaYiRU in Whe We[W: heU UelaWiRnVhiS

ZiWh Senance, heU chaVWiW\ inYRlYing heU hXVband, and heU e[clXViYe healing Rf ZRmen.

The PXUVXiW of Whe HeWeUoVe[Xal/Able-Bodied NoUm

In Whe SXUVXiW Rf Whe heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied nRUmV defined b\ Whe ChXUch, MaUgeU\

dUaZV an eaUl\ link beWZeen diYiniW\ and diVabiliW\ WhaW VeUYeV aV a jXVWificaWiRn Rf heU diVabiliW\.

YeW Vhe failV WR be SeUceiYed aV nRUmal in Whe e\eV Rf a UeligiRXV-RUienWed VRcieW\. AV iV RfWen Whe

caVe in medieYal We[WV, MaUgeU\ deVcUibeV heU diVabiliW\ aV ³madneVV´ (KemSe 330) and ³bRdil\

infiUmiW\´ (KemSe 330). Of heU Senance in Whe fRUm Rf VWaUYaWiRn, Vhe jXVWifieV heU bRdil\ haUm

WhURXgh ³gUeaW SURmiVeV Rf faVWing ZiWh man\ RWheU deedV Rf Senance´ and aWWUibXWeV iW WR ³Whe

Za\ Rf high SeUfecWiRn, Zhich SeUfecW Za\ ChUiVW OXU SaYiRXU in HiV SURSeU PeUVRn, e[amSled´

(KemSe 330). The XVe Rf Whe ZRUd ³SeUfecW´ heUe in UelaWiRn WR Velf-haUm illXVWUaWeV hRZ MaUgeU\

iV XVing ChUiVW WR UeVhaSe heU bRdil\ illneVV in a mRUe SRViWiYe lighW. ³PeUfecW´ iV URRWed in WZR

LaWin ZRUdV ³SeU,´ meaning ³WhRURXgh´ RU ³cRmSleWe´ and ³faceUe´ Zhich meanV ³WR dR´ RU

³make.´ If Ze SXW WheVe WZR definiWiRnV WRgeWheU, Whe ZRUd ³SeUfecW´ Zhich iV XVed WZice, mighW

alVR mean ³WR be made ZhRle RU cRmSleWe.´ ThiV definiWiRn When alignV ZiWh Whe cXlWXUal cRnceSW

Rf ChUiVWXV PedicXV. MaUgeU\ inYRkeV ChUiVW aV a Sh\Vician WR make heU bRd\ ZhRle. IW iV nRWable
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WhaW MaUgeU\ iV nRW healed Rf heU ³bRdil\ infiUmiW\,´ bXW inVWead heU VWaUYed bRd\ becRmeV

SeUfecW jXVW aV iW iV; heU bRd\ iV nRZ ChUiVW-like. In WhiV caVe, MaUgeU\ XVeV ChUiVW¶V medical

SURZeVV and aXWhRUiW\ WR Uedefine ZhaW makeV a SeUVRn cRmSleWe, RU UaWheU, ZhaW makeV a bRd\

healWh\, WR inclXde heU diVabled bRd\. ThXV, MaUgeU\ iV VimXlWaneRXVl\ Sh\Vicall\ imSaiUed aV

VWaUYing and, bXW nRW TXiWe, VRciall\ diVabled becaXVe Vhe iV a ³SeUfecW´ ChUiVWian.

BXW MaUgeU\¶V lRgic iV inWeUnal and dReV nRW WUanVlaWe WR bURadeU VRcial cRnWe[WV, Zhich iV

Zh\ Vhe UemainV diVabled in heU cRmmXniW\ and WheUefRUe indicaWeV a failXUe WR achieYe a VRciall\

cRnVWUXcWed, able-bRdied nRUm. Ellen SamXelV deVcUibeV WhiV ShenRmenRn in UelaWiRn WR "SaVVing"

aV a heWeURVe[Xal, able-bRdied ZRman:

SXch cRndemnaWiRnV Rf SaVVing RfWen cRnflaWe WZR d\namicV: SaVVing delibeUaWel\ (aV

imSlied b\ Whe WeUm hidden) and SaVVing b\ defaXlW, aV iW ZeUe. PaVVing VXbjecWV mXVW

cRSe ZiWh a YaUieW\ Rf e[WeUnal VRcial cRnWe[WV, feZ Rf Zhich ZelcRme RU acknRZledge

VSRnWaneRXV declaUaWiRnV Rf inYiVible idenWiW\. (SamXelV 240)

MaUgeU\ delibeUaWel\ ³SaVVeV,´ RU hideV, heU TXeeU/idenWiW\ XVing ChUiVW aV jXVWificaWiRn, bXW Vhe iV

VWill VXbjecW WR a ³YaUieW\ Rf VRcial cRnWe[WV´ UegaUding cRndemnaWiRn if Vhe ZeUe WR UeYeal heU

TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence mRUe RSenl\ ZiWhRXW diYine backing. FRU e[amSle, in Whe YeU\ Vame

VecWiRn WhaW MaUgeU\ UedefineV diVabiliW\ in ChUiVWian WeUmV, Vhe alVR deVcUibeV hRZ heU YiVible

bRXWV Rf VWaUYaWiRn and madneVV aUe WUeaWed in heU VRcial ciUcle. MaUgeU\¶V SeeUV, ³...befRUe had

ZRUVhiSSed heU afWeUZaUdV fXll VhaUSl\ UeSURYed. Then Vhe, cRnVideUing WhiV ZRndeUfXl changing,

Veeking VXccRU XndeU Whe ZingV Rf heU GhRVWl\ MRWheU HRl\ ChXUch,´ WXUned WR heU, ³ghRVWl\

faWheU,´ and did ³gUeaW bRdil\ Senance´ (KemSe 330). MaUgeU\ iV ³UeSURYed´ fRU heU acWiRnV b\

WhRVe clRVeVW WR heU²heU ³kindUed´ RU famil\ and heU fUiendV. TR MaUgeU\, Whe change iV
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³ZRndeUfXl´ becaXVe, b\ heU inWeUnal lRgic, iW meanV WhaW Vhe iV acceSWed b\ GRd. ThXV, Vhe

endeaYRUV WR inYiWe mRUe ³bRdil\ Senance,´ Zhich WheUefRUe bUingV heU clRVeU WR ChUiVW.

InWeUnall\, MaUgeU\ nR lRngeU feelV diVabled, bXW VRcieWall\, MaUgeU\ cRnWinXeV WR be SeUceiYed aV

a diVabled ZRman b\ heU SeeUV. She UemainV in SXUVXiW Rf Whe ChUiVWian able-bRdied nRUm bXW

failV WR Uedefine heU diVabiliW\ befRUe heU cRmmXniW\. ChUiVWian ideRlRg\ cRmSelV MaUgeU\ WR be

³SeUfecW,´ and WR Uedefine heU diVabiliW\ WR achieYe VRme VenVe Rf belRnging, bXW Zhen Whe

ChUiVWian cRmmXniW\ jXdgeV heU, Whe\ VWill deem heU deYianW. MaUgeU\, hRZeYeU, cRnVideUV heU

mRVW imSRUWanW cRmSan\ WR be WhaW Rf GRd, and WheUefRUe MaUgeU\ iV mRUe cRnceUned ZiWh Whe

RSiniRn Rf GRd RYeU Whe la\SeUVRn. If GRd iV Whe cRmmXniW\ MaUgeU\ SUiRUiWi]eV, When Vhe iV

VXcceVVfXl in liYing ZhaW Vhe deemV a ³SeUfecW´ TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence, eYen if Vhe iV nRW cXUed

RU VRciall\ acceSWed.

BXW Whe idea Rf ChUiVWXV PedicXV iV nRW Whe Rnl\ cXlWXUal cRmSXlViRn acWing Rn MaUgeU\¶V

behaYiRU and cRnceSW Rf diVabiliW\. WaWW¶V ³MaUia PedicXV´ VWUengWhenV MaUgeU\¶V inWeUnal

VSiUiWXal jXVWificaWiRn Rf heU diVabiliW\ b\ giYing heU a W\Se Rf VSiUiWXal aXWhRUiW\. MaUgeU\, aV Vhe

becRmeV mRUe infiUm, ³VeekV VXccRXU XndeU Whe ZindV Rf heU ghRVWl\ MRWheU HRl\ ChXUch´

(KemSe 330). ThiV indicaWeV a cRmSXlViRn WR cXlWiYaWe an image Rf heUVelf WhaW iV nRW Rnl\ clRVeU

WR ChUiVW, bXW alVR alignV ZiWh WaWW¶V idea WhaW ZRmen dXUing Whe Wime aUe e[SecWed WR haYe a

clRVe UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh The ViUgin MaU\, Whe MRWheU Rf ChUiVW (WaWWV 27). MaUgeU\ deVcUibeV hRZ

Vhe meeWV WhiV e[SecWaWiRn XndeU Whe ³VXccRXU´ Rf Whe MRWheU, ZheUe Vhe ³kneZ and XndeUVWRRd

man\ VecUeW and SUiY\ WhingV´ WhaW made heU feel ³VR high abRYe heU UeaVRn and heU bRdil\ ZiWV,

and heU bRd\ VR feeble in Wime Rf Whe SUeVence Rf gUace WhaW Vhe mighW neYeU e[SUeVV iW ZiWh heU

ZRUd aV Vhe felW iW in heU VRXl´ (KemSe 330). MaUgeU\ cXlWiYaWeV heU UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh MaU\ and
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VeWV heUVelf XS WR becRme a healeU laWeU in Whe bRRk. ThiV ViWXaWiRn alignV ZiWh Whe Za\ WaWW

e[SlainV MaU\¶V URle in a medieYal ZRman¶V life aV ³cenWUal WR Whe eYeU\da\ UeligiRXV life Rf

ZRmen in Whe laWe medieYal hRXVehRld, and SUa\eUV WR MaU\ and RWheU fRUmV Rf MaUian deYRWiRn

ZeUe cRnnecWed nRW Rnl\ WR mRWheUhRRd bXW alVR WR healWhcaUe mRUe bURadl\´ (WaWWV 27).

MaUgeU\¶V ZRmanhRRd alVR alignV ZiWh TRU\ PeaUman¶V idea WhaW WheUe iV a ³cRnflaWiRn Rf Whe

female bRd\, femininiW\ and diVabiliW\´ UegaUding ZRmen in medieYal We[WV (PeaUman 2). ThXV,

MaUgeU\'V life aV a medieYal ZRman eYenWXall\ linkV WR MaUgeU\¶V behaYiRU aV a healeU, in Zhich

Vhe e[SliciWl\ XVeV heU bRd\ WR heal RWheU ZRmen.

In addiWiRn WR SXVhing MaUgeU\ WR be a MaUia PedicXV, MaUgeU\¶V Senance Yia VWaUYaWiRn

and heU YiViRnV and clRVeneVV WR ChUiVW alVR align ZiWh Whe cXlWXUal e[SecWaWiRn Rf bRdil\ SXUiW\.

WaWWV UefeUenceV NaRs KXkiWa YRVhikaZa WR e[Slain WhaW WheUe iV a ³cenWUaliW\ WR ZRmen¶V

m\VWical ZUiWingV Rf YiViRnV Rf and mediWaWiRnV Rn Whe PXUificaWiRn Rf Whe ViUgin (WaWWV 28). ThXV,

MaUgeU\'V aWWemSW WR SXUif\ heUVelf Yia VWaUYaWiRn iV heU link WR Whe ³PXUificaWiRn Rf Whe ViUgin,´

Zhich SURYideV Whe YeU\ ³YiViRnV and mediWaWiRnV,´ Rf ChUiVW WhaW giYe heU acceVV WR, ³VecUeW and

SUiY\ WhingV´ (KemSe 330). MaUgeU\ iV cRmSelled b\ heU VRcieWal e[SecWaWiRn WR cXlWiYaWe a

UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh MaU\ aV a ZRman, and in dRing VR, can e[SeUience ³VecUeW´ hRl\ knRZledge.

HeU YiViWaWiRnV fURm ChUiVW enable MaUgeU\ WR UaWiRnali]e heU nRn-nRUmaWiYe behaYiRUV.

MaUgeU\¶V cRmSXlViRn WR be a MaUia PedicXV ViWXaWeV heU diVabiliW\ amRng diYine Zill and

enableV nRn-nRUmaWiYe behaYiRUV WhaW aUe in-line ZiWh cXlWXUal e[SecWaWiRnV: a ZRman can be a

healeU like MaU\, and Vhe can VWaUYe heUVelf aV a fRUm Rf SXUiW\. BXW MaUgeU\ WakeV libeUW\ ZiWh

WhiV b\ laWeU XVing Whe SXUiW\ Rf heU bRd\ WR SaUWake in TXeeU behaYiRU ZiWh ZRmen XndeU Whe

gXiVe Rf meeWing ChUiVWian idealV.
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Social ImplicaWionV and Economic UWiliW\ of Whe Bod\

ThXV faU, MaUgeU\ haV XVed Whe SXUificaWiRn Rf heU bRd\ aV Whe VXbjecW Rf heU aWWemSW WR

cUeaWe a fRXndaWiRnal inWeUnal ideRlRg\ WhaW SeUmiWV heU WR liYe a TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence Zhile

Uemaining in line ZiWh a heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied ChXUch nRUm. MaUgeU\ achieYeV WhiV VWaWe b\

XVing UeligiRn WR UecaVW heU bRd\ aV SXUe. BXW MaUgeU\ alVR XVeV heU SXUified bRd\ WR naYigaWe

cRmSle[ VRcial ViWXaWiRnV b\ leYeUaging heU bRd\¶V ecRnRmic XWiliW\ in Whe e\eV Rf Whe ChXUch. In

a cRnWemSRUaU\ cRnWe[W, McRXeU e[SlainV hRZ, in an ³emeUgenW indXVWUial caSiWaliVW V\VWem, fUee

WR Vell Rne¶V labRU bXW nRW fUee WR dR an\Whing elVe effecWiYel\ meanW fUee WR haYe an able bRd\ bXW

nRW SaUWicXlaUl\ fUee WR haYe an\Whing elVe´ (McRXeU 398). McRXeU fXUWheU e[SlainV WhaW WheUe iV

an ³aSSeaUance Rf chRice´ in hRZ Whe heWeURVe[Xal/able bRd\ iV XVed in VXch a V\VWem (McRXeU

398). AlWhRXgh Whe ecRnRmic XWiliW\ Rf Whe bRd\ iV meanW WR be aSSlied WR cRnWemSRUaU\

cRnceSWiRnV Rf labRU and caSiWal, VRme SaUallelV can be dUaZn in Whe Za\ WhaW MaUgeU\ emSlR\V

ZhaW LaXUa SeiWYeiW MileV callV Whe ³QXeeU TRXch beWZeen HRl\ WRmen´ in Whe medieYal eUa.

UndeU ChXUch-dUiYen cRmSXlViRnV fRU heWeURVe[XaliW\ and able-bRdiedneVV, fRU MaUgeU\ WR

e[SeUience a VRciall\ acceSWable W\Se Rf TXeeU WRXch, Vhe mXVW SeUfRUm a WUanVacWiRnal agUeemenW

ZheUein MaUgeU\ XVeV heU bRd\, made able b\ GRd, WR SeUfRUm healing VeUYiceV fRU Vick ZRmen.

In e[change, MaUgeU\ iV Said ZiWh VSiUiWXal caSiWal: Zhich I define aV heU UeSXWaWiRn, e[SeUience

aV a healeU, and SeUmiVViRn WR be a healeU, Zhich Vhe claimV cRmeV fURm ChUiVW. MaUgeU\ When

VSendV WhiV VSiUiWXal caSiWal aV a healing ZRman, RU MaUia PedicXV, WR When heal mRUe Vick

ZRmen, and WhXV e[SeUience mRUe Rf Whe TXeeU WRXch ZiWh Whem. MaUgeU\ caSiWali]eV Rn WhiV

VSiUiWXal cXUUenc\ WR Uemain in WhaW liminal VSace beWZeen TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence and Whe

heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied nRUm. ThiV iV mRVW eYidenW in MaUgeU\¶V baUgain ZiWh GRd WR kiVV Vick
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ZRmen, Whe Za\ in Zhich heU bRd\ iV XVed in UelaWiRn WR heU hXVband WR enacW a celibac\ SacW,

and in Whe UeacWiRn Rf Whe SXblic WR heU URle aV a healing ZRman and celibaWe Zife.

MaUgeU\ VSendV 15 \eaUV bXilding XS heU VSiUiWXal caSiWal in a VeaUch fRU acknRZledgmenW

b\ ChUiVW. In an effRUW WhaW beginV ZiWh Whe SXUificaWiRn Rf heU bRd\, MaUgeU\ When WUaYelV WR hRl\

ViWeV acURVV Whe ZRUld, VSeakV ZiWh man\ SUieVWV and SUeacheUV, and WellV VWRUieV Rf heU dedicaWiRn

WR GRd alRng Whe Za\. SWill, MaUgeU\¶V menWal illneVV SeUViVWV, and in ChaSWeU 74, Zhen Vhe iV

e[SeUiencing a VXicidal eSiVRde, Vhe e[SeUienceV a YiViWaWiRn fURm ChUiVW WhaW aW Rnce banV heU

fURm healing men, bXW alVR legiWimi]eV heU healing Rf ZRmen inVWead. ThiV enableV heU WR fUeel\

e[SeUience ZhaW MileV callV a TXeeU WRXch beWZeen hRl\ ZRmen. MaUgeU\ deVcUibeV Whe YiViWaWiRn

aV fRllRZV:

ThXV, OXU MeUcifXl LRUd ChUiVW JeVXV dUeZ HiV cUeaWXUe [MaUgeU\] XnWR HiV LRYe, and WR

mind Rf HiV PaVViRn, VR WhaW Vhe cRXld nRW endXUe WR behRld a leSeU RU RWheU Vick man,

eVSeciall\ if he had an\ ZRXndV aSSeaUing Rn him« When Vhe had gUeaW mRXUning and

VRUURZing becaXVe Vhe mighW nRW kiVV Whe leSeUV Zhen Vhe VaZ Whem« he ZaUned heU WhaW

Vhe VhRXld kiVV nR men, bXW if Vhe ZRXld an\hRZ kiVV, Vhe VhRXld kiVV ZRmen. Then Vhe

ZaV glad« (KemSe 336-337).

TheUe aUe VeYeUal ke\ mRmenWV in WhiV deVcUiSWiRn. FiUVW, MaUgeU\ iV fRUbidden b\ ChUiVW WR

³behRld a leSeU RU RWheU Vick man´ Zhich eVWabliVheV a VWUicW nR-cRnWacW UXle ZiWh men. SecRnd,

ChUiVW VSecificall\ claUifieV WhaW Vhe VhRXld ³kiVV nR men,´ Zhich YalidaWeV heU celibac\ SacW ZiWh

heU hXVband. LaVWl\, Vhe iV VSecificall\ SeUmiWWed WR ³kiVV ZRmen´ Zhich makeV heU ³glad.´ Each

Rf WheVe mRmenWV indicaWeV a ceUWain TXeeUneVV abRXW MaUgeU\ WhaW iV YalidaWed in heU YiViWaWiRn

fURm GRd. WhaW iV mRVW TXeeU iV WhaW MaUgeU\ iV ³glad´ WhaW Vhe ³VhRXld kiVV ZRmen,´ eVSeciall\
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cRnVideUing MaUgeU\¶V cRmSlicaWed hiVWRU\ ZiWh men. AW WhiV SRinW, Vhe¶V had 14 childUen ZiWh

heU hXVband, Zhich mighW VXggeVW Vhe iV dRne ZiWh childbiUWh. She alVR e[SeUienced ZhaW mighW

be Veen aV a W\Se Rf SRVWSaUWXm deSUeVViRn afWeU childbiUWh, Zhich ZUeaked haYRc Rn heU menWal

healWh. Ne[W, Vhe ZaV delegiWimi]ed in heU SXUVXiW Rf SXUiW\ b\ a male fUiaU Zhen Welling heU VWRU\.

ThXV, WhiV YiViWaWiRn VeUYeV aV a W\Se Rf jXVWificaWiRn fRU MaUgeU\ WR WXUn aZa\ fURm men, and b\

naWXUe Rf iW being a YiViRn fURm ChUiVW himVelf, makeV WhiV chaUge WR kiVV ZRmen VainWl\ RU

diYine. MaUgeU\ YeilV heU TXeeU behaYiRU XndeU e[SecWaWiRnV WR be chaVWe and SXUe, Zhich allRZV

MaUgeU\ WR aW Rnce e[SeUience a VXicidal, hallXcinaWRU\ YiViWaWiRn in a diYine cRnWe[W, and e[SlRUe

TXeeU behaYiRU. AV a UeVXlW, Vhe legiWimi]eV heU TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence Zhile Uemaining ZiWhin

heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied chXUch dRcWUine.

MaUgeU\¶V XVe Rf diYine inWeUYenWiRn WR e[SeUience TXeeU WRXch iV mRVW YiVible in heU

e[SeUience ZiWh anRWheU ZRman ZhR XndeUgReV menWal illneVV afWeU childbiUWh. In WhiV Vcene,

MaUgeU\ iV aSSURached b\ a man Zhile Vhe iV SUa\ing, ZhR aVkV heU WR aid him ZiWh hiV Zife

ZhR, afWeU deliYeUing a child, iV ³RXW Rf heU mind´ (KemSe 337). MaUgeU\ deVcUibeV heU cRndiWiRn

aV VXch:

And Zhen RWheU fRlk came WR heU, Vhe cUied and gaSed aV if Vhe ZRXld haYe eaWen Whem

and Vaid WhaW Vhe VaZ man\ deYilV abRXW Whem. She ZRXld nRW VXffeU Whem WR WRXch heU, b\

heU RZn gRRd Zill. She URaUed and cUied VR, bRWh nighW and da\, fRU Whe mRVW SaUW, WhaW

men ZRXld nRW VXffeU heU WR dZell amRngVW Whem, Vhe ZaV VR WediRXV WR Whem. (KemSe

337)

TheUe aUe VRme VWUiking VimilaUiWieV beWZeen MaUgeU\ and Whe ZRman deVcUibed. BRWh ZRmen

e[SeUience a fRUm Rf menWal illneVV afWeU childbiUWh, bRWh WXUn aZa\ fURm Whe SUeVence Rf men,
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and bRWh aUe glad WR be in Whe SUeVence Rf ZRmen. The ZRman in TXeVWiRn VSecificall\ UefXVeV Whe

³WRXch´ Rf men and YiVceUall\ UeacWV WR WheiU SUeVence, VXch WhaW Vhe ³URaUed and cUied VR´ WhaW

men ZRXld nRW ³dZell amRngVW Whem.´ The ³Whem´ in WhiV inVWance iV inclXViYe Rf Rnl\ Whe

ZRman and MaUgeU\. AW Rnce, WhiV RSenV Whe dRRU fRU a TXeeU inWeUSUeWaWiRn Rf Whe UelaWiRnVhiS

beWZeen Whe WZR ZRmen. MaUgeU\ haV alUead\ eVWabliVhed WhaW Vhe iV, b\ diYine decUee fURm

ChUiVW himVelf, able WR kiVV and cRmfRUW Rnl\ ZRmen. Then, MaUgeU\ meeWV anRWheU ZRman ZhR

ZanWV nRWhing WR dR ZiWh men. UVing ChUiVW¶V decUee, MaUgeU\ VeclXdeV heUVelf ZiWh WhiV RWheU

ZRman ³each da\, Rnce RU WZice aW leaVW´ (KemSe 337). MaUgeU\ dReV nRW deVcUibe e[acWl\ ZhaW

haSSenV dXUing WhiV Wime Rf VeclXViRn ZiWh Whe RWheU ZRman, bXW Ze knRZ WhaW Whe UeVXlW iV WhaW

Whe RWheU ZRman iV eYenWXall\ ³bURXghW WR chXUch and SXUified aV RWheU ZRmen aUe´ (KemSe

337). The Vignificance Rf WhiV iV WhaW bRWh ZRmen can achieYe a TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence WRgeWheU

WhaW UemainV aligned ZiWh ChXUch YalXeV.

EYenWXall\, bRWh ZRmen achieYe a VRUW Rf ideal VWandaUd Rf SXUiW\ ZiWhin Whe ChXUch, bXW

iW haSSenV b\ Za\ Rf Whe TXeeU healing WRXch, Zhich mighW inclXde Whe healing kiVVeV ChUiVW

allRZV aV a VRUW Rf middle gURXnd beWZeen TXeeU/diVabled WRXch and Whe heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied

nRUm. MaUgeU\, ZhRVe VSiUiWXal caSiWal WhaW ZaV bXilW RYeU 15 \eaUV, iV cleaUl\ idenWified aV a

MaUia PedicXV b\ Whe RWheU ZRman¶V hXVband, ZhR aVkV MaUgeU\ WR heal hiV Zife. MaUgeU\ When

VSendV heU VSiUiWXal cXUUenc\ WR enable a TXeeU healing e[SeUience fRU Whe RWheU ZRman, Zhich

afWeU Whe ZRman iV healed, iV deVcUibed aV a ³miUacle´ (KemSe 337). ThXV, MaUgeU\ VSendV

VSiUiWXal caSiWal, UeceiYeV a TXeeU e[SeUience in e[change, and gainV mRUe VSiUiWXal caSiWal aV a

UeVXlW, VXch WhaW Vhe mighW VSend WhiV caSiWal fXUWheU Rn RWheU TXeeU/diVabled e[SeUienceV.
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MaUgeU\ dReV e[acWl\ WhaW in Whe celibac\ SacW ZiWh heU hXVband. She XVeV heU VSiUiWXal

caSiWal aV a miUacle-ZRUking healing ZRman WR iniWiaWe and mainWain a celibac\ SacW ZiWh heU

hXVband. The deal beWZeen Whe WZR iV deVcUibed in ChaSWeU 74 aV fRllRZV, ³The\ dZelW nRW

WRgeWheU nRU la\ WRgeWheU, fRU, aV iV ZUiWWen befRUe, Whe\ bRWh ZiWh Rne aVcenW and ZiWh Whe fUee

Zill Rf each, had YRZed WR liYe chaVWe. TheUefRUe, WR aYRid all SeUilV, Whe\ dZelW and VRjRXUned in

diYeUVe SlaceV´ (KemSe 338). ThURXghRXW MaUgeU\¶V life, Vhe VWUiYeV WR achieYe a VRUW Rf bRdil\

SXUiW\. WhaW began ZiWh VWaUYaWiRn When mRYed WR healing ZRmen RYeU men alVR manifeVWV in a

WRWal UejecWiRn Rf male inWimac\. MaUgeU\¶V cRmSXlViRn WR be like Whe MaUia PedicXV e[WendV WR

heU UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh heU hXVband. In a VenVe, MaUgeU\ iV emXlaWing The ViUgin MaU\, eYen if

MaUgeU\ iV nR lRngeU a YiUgin. MaUgeU\ and heU hXVband ³dZelW nRW WRgeWheU nRU la\ WRgeWheU´

and eYen ³dZelW and VRjRXUned in diYeUVe SlaceV´ (KemSe 338). IW¶V aV WhRXgh MaUgeU\ and heU

hXVband mighW aV Zell be diYRUced, bXW a diYRUce ZRXld UiVk gRing againVW Whe idea WhaW maUUiage

iV a VacUed acW. InVWead, MaUgeU\ naYigaWeV WhiV ViWXaWiRn caUefXll\ XndeU Whe gXiVe Rf a deViUe WR

³liYe chaVWe´ (338).

BXW ZhaW iV chaVWiW\ if MaUgeU\ iV allRZed WR haYe inWimaWe Sh\Vical cRnWacW ZiWh ZRmen?

TaUa WilliamV VSecificall\ cRmmenWV Rn MaUgeU\¶V Ve[XaliW\ aV ³neYeU faU fURm heU mind´

(WilliamV 1). WilliamV fXUWheU nRWeV WhaW MaUgeU\¶V ³UeYXlViRn [WR Ve[ ZiWh heU hXVband] iV Whe

UeVXlW Rf a VSiUiWXal aZakening, bXW MaUgeU\ VRRn UeYealV WhaW Vhe haV nRW lRVW heU Ve[Xal SaVViRn:

Ve[ becRmeV mRUe VignificanW in heU VSiUiWXal life Whan iW ZaV in heU eaUWhl\ Rne´ (WilliamV 1).

BXilding Rff WhiV idea WhaW Ve[ UemainV imSRUWanW WR MaUgeU\, Ve[ iV nRW jXVW VSiUiWXal WR MaUgeU\.

InVWead, heU VSiUiWXal Ve[XaliW\ iV cRnflaWed ZiWh heU Ve[Xal deViUe and SURmiVcXiW\ WRZaUd

ZRmen. BeVWRZing healing kiVVeV Rn ZRmen eYen VeUYeV WR incUeaVe heU VSiUiWXal caSiWal aV a
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hRl\ ZRman and VXcceVVfXl healeU. MaUgeU\ iV VimXlWaneRXVl\ XVing heU VSiUiWXal caSiWal WR haYe

Sh\Vical inWimac\ and WhXV TXeeU e[SeUienceV²ZiWh ZRmen. EYen afWeU heU YRZ Rf celibac\

ZiWh heU hXVband, MaUgeU\ haV enRXgh VSiUiWXal caSiWal WR make an agUeemenW ZiWh heU hXVband

WhaW chaVWiW\ iV Whe mRVW heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied Za\ Rf mRYing fRUZaUd becaXVe iW iV VR aligned

ZiWh Whe ChXUch¶V cRnceSWiRn Rf bRdil\ SXUiW\. ThURXgh WhiV SURmiVe WR heU hXVband, Zhich he

SUeVXmabl\ agUeeV WR becaXVe Rf iWV fUaming ZiWhin ChXUch dRcWUine, MaUgeU\ can liYe a

TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence. MaUgeU\ VXcceVVfXll\ ViWXaWeV heU menWal illneVV, YiViWaWiRnV fURm

ChUiVW, and TXeeU deViUeV amRng heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied nRUmV. AlWhRXgh WhiV UeaVRning ZRUkV

fRU MaUgeU\¶V in jXVWif\ing heU VenVe Rf SXUiW\ and aSSeaUV WR cRnYince heU hXVband, heU

TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence UemainV VXSSlemenWaU\ RU VXbRUdinaWe WR UeligiRXV heWeURnRUmaWiYiW\

and able-bRdiedneVV.

QXeeUneVV and MenWal IllneVV aV SXpplemenWaU\ oU SXboUdinaWe Wo ReligioXV

HeWeUonoUmaWiYiW\ and Able-BodiedneVV

DeVSiWe MaUgeU\¶V aWWemSWV WR liYe a Yalid TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence, heU TXeeUneVV iV VWill

VXSSlemenWaU\ RU VXbRUdinaWe WR UeligiRXV heWeURnRUmaWiYiW\ and able-bRdiedneVV, Zhich iV made

mRVW cleaU in heU VRcial RVWUaci]aWiRn ZheneYeU Vhe engageV in nRn-nRUmaWiYe behaYiRUV. McRXeU

e[SlainV WhiV ShenRmenRn, Va\ing WhaW:

CRmSXlVRU\ heWeURVe[XaliW\ iV inWeUWZined ZiWh cRmSXlVRU\ able-bRdiedneVV; bRWh

V\VWemV ZRUk WR (Ue)SURdXce Whe able bRd\ and heWeURVe[XaliW\. BXW SUeciVel\ becaXVe

WheVe V\VWemV deSend Rn a TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence WhaW can neYeU TXiWe be cRnWained,

able-bRdied heWeURVe[XaliW\¶V hegemRn\ iV alZa\V in dangeU Rf being diVUXSWed. (McRXeU

402)
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MaUgeU\ VSendV RYeU 15 \eaUV Rf heU life UaWiRnali]ing heU nRn-nRUmaWiYe behaYiRU XndeU Whe

gXiVe Rf diYine Zill, Zhich ZRUkV WR ³(Ue)SURdXce Whe able bRd\ and heWeURVe[XaliW\´ aV inWeUnal

jXVWificaWiRn fRU heU e[iVWence. BXW becaXVe heU acWiRnV aUe fXndamenWall\ WhaW Rf a TXeeU/diVabled

ZRman, Vhe dReV nRW TXiWe cRnWain heU TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence, bXW inVWead e[SUeVVeV iW XndeU

Whe SUeWenVe Rf able-bRdied and heWeURVe[Xal behaYiRU, Zhich SXWV Whe ³able-bRdied

heWeURVe[XaliW\¶V hegemRn\«in dangeU Rf being diVUXSWed.´ IW iV SUeciVel\ becaXVe Vhe aWWacheV

heU TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence WR heU diYine, healing e[SeUienceV WhaW Vhe neYeU fXll\ liYeV an

aXWhenWic TXeeU/diVabled life. She ViWXaWeV heU menWal illneVV amRng YiViWaWiRnV fURm ChUiVW, and

heU TXeeU behaYiRU iV ViWXaWed amRng Whe miUacXlRXV healing Rf Vick ZRmen. On VRme leYel,

MaUgeU\ iV aZaUe Rf heU inabiliW\ WR liYe a TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence ZiWhRXW Whe SUeVence Rf

diYine inWeUYenWiRn in heU life. ThiV iV SeUhaSV mRVW YiVible in Whe Za\ Vhe UefeUV WR heUVelf aV

³cUeaWXUe,´ Zhich Vhe claimV iV becaXVe Vhe iV nRW ZRUWh\ Rf GRd¶V SUeVence. YeW, iW alVR

manifeVWV VRciall\ Zhen VRme Rf heU SeeUV UeacW negaWiYel\ WR an\ RXWZaUd manifeVWaWiRnV Rf heU

TXeeU/diVabled behaYiRU. AW each WXUn, MaUgeU\ iV XVXall\ WRleUaWed, bXW aW ke\ SRinWV Vhe iV

VRciall\ cUiWici]ed fRU heU acWiRnV. ThiV haSSenV Zhen a SUeaching fUiaU cUiWici]eV heU e[WenViYe

bRXWV Rf WeaUV, and Zhen Vhe YiRlaWeV Whe e[SecWaWiRn WR lie ZiWh and caUe fRU heU Vick hXVband.

MaUgeU\ fUeTXenWl\ cRmmenWV Rn Whe SXblic UeVSRnVe WR heU nRn-nRUmaWiYe behaYiRU,

Zhich fallV inWR WZR caWegRUieV: iW VeUYeV aV a jXVWificaWiRn Rf heU hRl\ naWXUe, RU iW iV meW ZiWh

haUVh cUiWiciVm and SXblic hXmiliaWiRn. TheVe XnVWable and XnSUedicWable UeVSRnVeV VeUYe aV a

cleaU indicaWRU Rf hRZ heU TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence iV eiWheU SeUceiYed aV UeligiRXV SieW\ RU

WhUeaWenV Whe UeligiRXV able-bRdied heWeURVe[Xal hegemRn\. Elan J. PaYlinich deVcUibeV

MaUgeU\¶V aXWhRUiWaWiYe SeUfRUmaWiYiW\ Rf idenWiWieV aV VXch:
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MaUgeU\ KemSe SeUfRUmV mRWheUhRRd, ZifehRRd, YiUginiW\, m\VWiciVm, and VancWiW\ in

e[ceVV Rf heU VRcial claVV and Whe e[emSlaUV ZhR ma\ haYe infRUmed heU We[W. She

emSlR\V aXWhRUi]ing cRnYenWiRnV mXlWiSle WimeV and ZiWh h\SeUbRlic VW\le, and VR Whe

aXWhenWiciW\ Rf heU e[SeUienceV iV VimXlWaneRXVl\ YalidaWed and XndeUmined b\ Whe

cRnVWUXcWedneVV Rf heU liWeUaU\ aXWhRUiW\. HeU We[W e[SRVeV Whe SeUfRUmaWiYiW\ Rf idenWiW\

caWegRUieV and RSenV Whe m\VWical life WR SaUWiciSaWiRn. (PaYlinich 35)

While WhiV SeUfRUmaWiYiW\ ³RSenV Whe m\VWical life WR SaUWiciSaWiRn,´ VXch YiUWXal SeUfRUmaWiYiW\ Rf

heWeURVe[Xal/abled-bRdied e[iVWence b\ a TXeeU/diVabled SeUVRn, accRUding WR McRXeU, iV ³bRXnd

WR fail´ (McRXeU 400). ThiV failXUe iV eYidenW in Whe Za\V in Zhich SeUceSWiRnV Rf MaUgeU\ mRYe

fURm inWRleUable WR mi[ed afWeU MaUgeU\ XndeUgReV heU bRdil\ SXUificaWiRn Yia VWaUYaWiRn, bXW

neYeU WR WRWal acceSWance. MaUgeU\¶V WXUn WRZaUd GRd aWWainV a ceUWain meaVXUe Rf VXcceVV Zhen

iW cRmeV WR heU nRn-nRUmaWiYe behaYiRU, bXW iW neYeU fXll\ meeWV heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied

e[SecWaWiRnV. SXch iV alVR Whe caVe Zhen iW cRmeV WR MaUgeU\¶V ZeeSing and Whe fUiaU ZhR aW fiUVW

UejecWV SXblic diVSla\V Rf ZeeSing, bXW ZhR laWeU cRmeV WR acceSW heU ZeeSing Rnce iW iV aligned

ZiWh diYine SUecedenW. MaUgeU\ fUeTXenWl\ ZeeSV Zhen SUa\ing and ³Whanked GRd fRUaVmXch´

(KemSe 334) fRU Whe bRXWV Rf ZeeSing Vhe e[SeUienceV. TR MaUgeU\, WhiV indicaWeV WhaW Whe

ZeeSing iV an afflicWiRn bRUne fURm GRd, WhRXgh WR RWheUV iW mighW be a Vign Rf menWal illneVV RU

RYeU]ealRXVneVV ZiWh GRd. In WhiV VenVe, MaUgeU\ iV VRciall\ diVabled b\ RWheUV dXe WR heU

e[ceVViYe ChUiVWl\ deYRWiRn.

WhicheYeU Whe caVe, Whe SUeaching fUiaU iniWiall\ findV heU ZeeSing Rff SXWWing, and XVeV iW

aV Whe VRXUce Rf hiV VeUmRn againVW heU, bXW MaUgeU\ deVcUibeV hRZ Whe ³LRUd dUeZ him back in a

VhRUW Wime, bleVVed ma\ He be, VR WhaW he lRYeV heU mRUe and WUXVWed mRUe WR heU ZeeSing and heU
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cU\ing Whan eYeU he did befRUe´ (KemSe 335). The fUiaU When leaUnV ³Rf a ZRman called MaUia de

OegineV´ Zhich likenV heU ZeeSing WR ³HiV [ChUiVW¶V] PaVViRn´ (KemSe 335). ThXV, MaUgeU\¶V

ZeeSing nRZ haV We[WXal eYidence WhaW VXSSRUWV heU claim WhaW heU ZeeSing iV UeflecWed in

ChUiVW¶V ³PaVViRn.´ And WR Wake iW a VWeS fXUWheU, Whe fUiaU himVelf haV a bRXW Rf ZeeSing afWeU a

YiViW fURm ³OXU LRUd.´ (KemSe 335). IW iV VignificanW WhaW Whe ZeeSing iV Veen aV nRn-nRUmaWiYe

behaYiRU; iW iV haUVhl\ cUiWici]ed b\ Whe fUiaU, bXW Whe mRmenW MaUgeU\¶V ZeeSing iV ViWXaWed in a

diYine cRnWe[W, likened WR ChUiVW¶V ³SaVViRn´ and ³gUace´ (KemSe 335), iW iV VXddenl\ made

acceSWable WR Whe fUiaU. MaUgeU\ iV WhXV VimXlWaneRXVl\ RWheUed fRU heU TXeeU/diVabled behaYiRU,

bXW VXbVeTXenWl\ acceSWed if iW iV aWWached WR diYine SUecedenW. Had MaUgeU\ VimSl\ ZeSW, Whe

fUiaU mighW nRW haYe had a change Rf heaUW and ZRXld haYe cRnWinXed WR VRciall\ RVWUaci]e heU.

AnRWheU ke\ mRmenW in Zhich MaUgeU\¶V behaYiRU dReV nRW cRnfRUm ZiWh UeligiRXV

able-bRdied/heWeURVe[Xal e[SecWaWiRnV WhaW cRnflicWV ZiWh heU TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence iV Zhen

Vhe UefXVeV WR Wake caUe Rf heU hXVband Zhen he fallV ill and eYenWXall\ dieV. AV menWiRned,

MaUgeU\ and heU hXVband dZell aSaUW and dR nRW lie WRgeWheU aV mRVW cRXSleV dR becaXVe Rf a

SXUif\ing celibac\ agUeemenW. ThiV SacW aSSeaUV WR be WRleUaWed XnWil MaUgeU\¶V hXVband WUiSV and

fallV dRZn Whe VWaiUV WR neaUl\ die. MaUgeU\ nRWeV Rf WhiV incidenW, ³Whe SeRSle Vaid, if he died, hiV

Zife ZaV ZRUWh\ WR be hanged fRU hiV deaWh, fRUaVmXch aV Vhe mighW haYe keSW him and did nRW´

(KemSe 338). ThXV, MaUgeU\ iV Vhamed and WhUeaWened ZiWh hanging becaXVe Rf heU SacW ZiWh

heU hXVband. While in MaUgeU\¶V mind, Whe SacW iV jXVWified, iW dReV nRW VXSeUVede a ZRman¶V

SeUceiYed dXW\ WR heU hXVband in WhiV ViWXaWiRn, and heU TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence iV WheUefRUe

VXbRUdinaWed WR heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied e[SecWaWiRnV. AfWeU Whe hXVband¶V fall, he VXffeUV

menWal illneVV XnWil hiV deaWh. MaUgeU\ cRmmenWV WhaW Vhe, ³SUa\ed WR OXU LRUd WhaW heU hXVband
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mighW liYe a \eaU, and Vhe be deliYeUed RXW Rf VlandeU, if iW ZeUe HiV SleaVXUe´ (KemSe 338). The

ke\ ZRUd heUe iV ³VlandeU,´ Zhich iV alVR menWiRned Zhen heU SeeUV jXdge heU fRU VWaUYing heUVelf

WR SXUif\ heU bRd\. The fUiaU VlandeUV heU fRU ZeeSing befRUe iW iV ViWXaWed amRng diYine Zill. And

heUe, MaUgeU\ iV \eW again VlandeUed b\ heU SeeUV fRU nRW fXlfilling Zifel\ e[SecWaWiRnV. CleaUl\,

Zhen MaUgeU\ dReV nRW acW in agUeemenW ZiWh Whe fRUceV WhaW cRmSel heU inWR a

heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied e[iVWence, Vhe iV RVWUaci]ed and WhUeaWened ZiWh haUm. ThXV, Zhile heU

diYine YiViWaWiRnV, heU ZeeSing, and heU kiVVing Rf ZRmen aUe VXcceVVfXll\ ViWXaWed amRng diYine

inWeUYenWiRn, all WhiV achieYeV iV a VRUW Rf WenXRXV e[iVWence ZheUein MaUgeU\ iV VWill WhUeaWened

bXW WRleUaWed fRU heU nRn-nRUmaWiYe behaYiRUV. She neYeU TXiWe geWV WR liYe a TXeeU/diVabled

e[iVWence and heU TXeeUneVV and diVabiliW\ Uemain VXbRUdinaWe WR heWeURVe[Xal/able-bRdied

nRUmV.

MaUgeU\¶V FailXUe Wo AchieYe an AXWhenWic QXeeU/DiVabled E[iVWence

If Ze SeUceiYe Whe behaYiRU MaUgeU\ ZiWh cRmSXlVRU\ able-bRdiedneVV, and cRmSXlVRU\

heWeURVe[XaliW\ in mind, When MaUgeU\ VXbYeUWV Whe e[SecWaWiRnV Rf Whe chXUch WR achieYe a W\Se

Rf TXeeU/diVabled e[iVWence WhaW iV VimXlWaneRXVl\ SeUfRUmaWiYe and a failed aWWemSW aW nRUmaliW\.

GiYen WhaW VXch SeUfRUmaWiYiW\, aV McRXeU and Rich e[Slain, iV dRRmed WR fail, MaUgeU\ iV

Xnable WR e[iVW in a VRcieW\ WhaW YalXeV WheVe aVSecWV Rf heU Sh\Vical, menWal, and VRcial UealiW\. AW

each VWeS Rf heU jRXUne\, MaUgeU\¶V TXeeUneVV and diVabiliW\ mXVW cRnWend ZiWh Whe VRciR-cXlWXUal

e[SecWaWiRnV Rf Whe chXUch. AV a UeVXlW, Vhe YeilV heU TXeeU behaYiRU XndeU Whe gXiVe Rf diYine

Zill and healing abiliW\, VWaUYeV heU bRd\ aV a meanV Rf UeligiRXV SXUificaWiRn, cRnYinceV heU

hXVband inWR a celibac\ SacW, and VWUiYeV WR achieYe VenVe Rf VWabiliW\ b\ YiViWing UeligiRXV ViWeV WR

acTXiUe VSiUiWXal caSiWal and e[SeUience UeligiRXV YiViWaWiRnV fURm JeVXV. MaUgeU\ can cXlWiYaWe a
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life WhaW VXcceVVfXll\ achieYeV ceUWain TXeeU e[SeUienceV dXUing a Wime Rf cRnVeUYaWiYe chXUch

UXle and iV VXcceVVfXll\ able WR ViWXaWe heU menWal illneVV amRng diYine inVSiUaWiRn, bXW MaUgeU\

iV neYeU TXiWe nRUmal, neYeU TXiWe hXmani]ed, and SeUhaSV in a YeU\ Velf-aZaUe acW Rf Whe

UeVWUicWiYe ciUcXmVWanceV Rf heU life, ZUiWeV Whe enWiUeW\ Rf heU VWRU\ UefeUUing WR heUVelf aV

³cUeaWXUe.´



1�

WRUkV CiWed

HineV, JeVVica. ³PaVViRnaWe LangXage: MRdelV Rf CRmSaVViRn in NichRlaV LRYe and MaUgeU\

KemSe.´ The JRXUQal Rf MedieYal aQd EaUl\ MRdeUQ SWXdieV, YRl. 49, nR. 2, DXke

UniYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2019, SS. 265±94, dRi:10.1215/10829636-7506522.

KemSe, MaUgeU\. ³The BRRk Rf MaUgeU\ KemSe (ca. 1450-1500)´ CRnWUibXWed b\ M.W.

B\chRZVki. MedieYal DiVabiliW\ SRXUcebRRk, ediWed b\ CameURn HXnW McNabb, SXncWXm

bRRkV, 2020, SS. 393-410.

McRXeU, RRbeUW. ³CRmSXlVRU\ Able-BRdiedneVV and QXeeU/DiVabled E[iVWence.´ The DiVabiliW\

SWXdieV ReadeU, 5e, EdiWed b\ LennaUd J. DaYiV, RRXWledge, 2017, SS. 396-405.

MileV, LaXUa SaeWYeiW. QXeeU TRXch BeWZeen HRl\ WRmen: JXlian Rf NRUZich, MaUgeU\

KemSe, BiUgiWWa Rf SZeden, and Whe ViViWaWiRn. PalgUaYe Macmillan, 2019,

dRi:10.1007/978-3-030-26029-3_8.W

PaYlinich, Elan J. QXeeU AXWhRUiW\ iQ Old aQd Middle EQgliVh LiWeUaWXUe. DigiWal CRmmRnV @

UniYeUViW\ Rf SRXWh FlRUida, 2019.

PeaUman, TRn\ VandeYenWeU. ³EmbRdied TUanVcendence: DiVabiliW\ and Whe PURcUeaWiYe BRd\ in

Whe BRRk Rf MaUgeU\ KemSe.´ WRPeQ aQd DiVabiliW\ iQ MedieYal LiWeUaWXUe, PalgUaYe



20

Macmillan, SS. 113-149.

Rich, AdUienne. ³CRmSXlVRU\ HeWeURVe[XaliW\ and LeVbian E[iVWence.´ PRZeUV Rf DeViUe: The

PRliWicV Rf Se[XaliW\. EdiWed b\ Anne SniWRZ, ChUiVWine SWanVell, and ShaURn ThRmSVRn.

NeZ YRUk: MRnWhl\ ReYieZ PUeVV, 1983, SS. 177-205.

SamXelV, Ellen. ³M\ BRd\, M\ ClRVeW: InYiVible DiVabiliW\ and Whe LimiWV Rf CRming OXW.´ The

DiVabiliW\ SWXdieV ReadeU, 5e, EdiWed b\ DaYid J. RRXWledge, 2017, SS. 343-359.

WalW, Diane. ³MaU\ Whe Ph\Vician: WRmen, ReligiRn and Medicine in Whe Middle AgeV.´

MediciQe, ReligiRQ aQd GeQdeU iQ MedieYal CXlWXUe, ediWed b\ NaRs KXkiWa YRVhikaZa,

NR\dell and BUeZeU, 2015, SS. 104-120.

WilliamV, TaUa. ³ManiSXlaWing MaU\: MaWeUnal, Se[Xal, and Te[WXal AXWhRUiW\ in The BRRk Rf

MaUgeU\ KemSe.´ MRdeUQ PhilRlRg\, YRl. 107, nR. 4, The UniYeUViW\ Rf ChicagR PUeVV,

2010, SS. 528±55, dRi:10.1086/652270.


	The Failed Pursuit of Religious Expectations: Compulsory Heterosexuality, Compulsory Able-Bodiedness, and Queer/Disabled Existence in The Book of Margery Kempe (ca. 1373- 1440)
	Recommended Citation

	https://smttt-my.sharepoint.com/personal/w10018049_usm_edu/Documents/Apps/Microsoft%20Forms/Race,%20Gender,%20%26%20Sexuality%20Symposium/Question/Tobin%20-%20Critical%20Essay_John%20Tobin

