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“Love, sin” by Haley Beasley (she/they)  

ABSTRACT. This piece challenges heteronormative views on love and religion through 
McClain’s lens as a girl who grew up to believe her love was a sin. Without shying away from 
portraying feelings of anger and inadequacy, this poem aims to shed light on the queer 
experience as a religious individual raised in an area bound by traditional patriarchal ideas.  

 

 

 

STUDENT BIO. Jenna McClain is a sophomore 
prospective English major from Niceville, Florida. 
Jenna is involved with the Horticulture Club, Student 
Geological Society, and the GSA at USM. She 
submitted her poem titled "love, sin" in the Identity and 
Culture category on January 26, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



faOOeQ aQgeOV,

ORVW ORYeV Rf PiQe,

SUeVVXUed b\ gRd,

WR WXUQ WR Whe diYiQe,

a haSSieU Oife,

a SUice QeYeU Said,

PaWUiPRQiaO ORYe,

a bab\ WR be Pade,

a dXW\ WR Whe ZRUOd,

Whe\ aUe dUaZQ RQe b\ RQe,

UeVeQWPeQW gURZiQg,

PaQ'V iPage iQ Whe VXQ,

Whe\ aOZa\V fO\ aZa\,

OeaYiQg feaWheUV iQ WheiU ZaNe,

aSRORgieV, WeaUV,

Va\iQg I ZaV a PiVWaNe,

biWWeU iV Whe Oife I Oead caXghW beWZeeQ Whe WZR,

QRW ZeaN eQRXgh WR faOO OiNe WheP,

QRW VWURQg eQRXgh WR ZRR,

RQe b\ RQe Whe\ WeOO Pe,



"I ORYe \RX, \RX'Ue eQRXgh"

bXW gXiOW VXUSaVVeV feeOiQg,

aQd "Whe UighW chRice" caQ be WRXgh,

baQiVhed fURP P\ heaUW,

each WaNiQg a Siece,

giYe iW WR hiP iQ gRd'V QaPe,

OeW deYRWiRQ QeYeU ceaVe,

ORYed b\ hiP, I'OO QeYeU be,

WhaW gUeaW PaQ iQ Whe VN\,

aOO RQe OiNe Pe cRXOd hRSe fRU,

iV a ORYeO\ Za\ WR die,

QR faOVe WUXWhV fRU Pe,

QR beaXWifXO OieV,

MXVW a heaYeQO\ Oife,

ZiWh aQ aQgeO b\ P\ Vide.

-M.a.P.
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