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Poster Abstract: 

Title: Can Virtual Library Practicums Be Successful? A Practicum Student’s Experience. 

By: Nyra White, USM SLIS Graduate Student, The University of Southern Mississippi, and Justin 
Easterday, Education and Human Sciences Librarian, USM - Gulf Coast Library 

During Summer of 2022, a virtual practicum happened at the Gulf Coast Library at USM. Nyra White, a 
graduate student in the USM MLIS program served as the student worker while Justin Easterday, 
Education, and Human Sciences Librarian and Assistant Professor, served as the practicum supervisor. 
Together, Justin and Nyra worked through the practicum process by collaborating Nyra’s librarian 
interests and current library liaison projects and setting timelines to meet the required practicum hours. 
Major projects worked on during this practicum included LibGuide creation, Collection Development, 
Reference Questions, and Instruction Workshop. Justin provided the purpose and tasks for each project 
along with documents for Nyra to access in a Teams shared file. This allowed progress to be tracked and 
to ensure completion dates were met. Outcomes of the practicum included the student’s own LibGuide 
for a designated LIS course, a few added materials to a collection (as well as a few social justice 
materials), lessons on answered reference questions, and the student completed an instruction 
workshop, with feedback provided by USM librarians. What Nyra found most successful out of the 
practicum was creating the LibGuide as it serves as a great resource for students. 

 



 Building the LibGuide was one of the most enjoyable experiences of the vir-
tual practicum. Justin and I met regularly to walk-through the LibGuide set up. 
Taking our time on each section really helped me to understand that the over-
all goal of the research guide is to assist students and as I build it, I should 
think about what the students will use. Ultimately, building the site is a collab-
orative effort for the librarian and web designer.  
 

 An important lesson from building the LibGuide was learning the im-
portance of web accessibility and keeping in mind that the guide should be 
accessible for users who use screen readers. I learned how to use tools that 
check guide accessibility such as Totally, ANDI, WAVE and A11y report.  



Library Instruction: I worked on the library instruction workshop for four 

weeks. Justin reminded me that I should think of this as an instructor pre-

senting to new freshman students who will be beginning to do college-level 

course research. This was helpful because I remember being nervous about the 

research aspect of college courses. So, this reminded me to not try to overload 

the presentation with information but that it can serve as an introduction to 

students. For the presentation, I had an audience of four librarians (including 

Justin). We had a short icebreaker, which made me more comfortable about 

presenting. I think with all the preparation, I felt fully prepared to present. 

While I was a little nervous, some of the feedback I received was that I seemed 

very comfortable with public speaking   Reference Questions: I learned the most about library service by answering 

patron reference questions as I really enjoyed searching for the answers and 

helping the patrons. I realized that I had only one chance to respond so in ad-

dition to providing an answer in my response to the patron, I also wanted to 

include directions on how to find what they were looking for.   

Justin made me aware of how important it is to have collegiality when work-

ing at an institution with several libraries. Collegiality shows a sense of coop-

eration amongst the libraries. In helping patrons as the librarian, there were 

things I learned as well. Like when helping a patron find books, it’s good to let 

them know if they find an eBook that they should first write down all the cita-

tion information just in case it disappears. It’s tips like this that I think you only 

gain from experience as a librarian.  

Justin provided great feedback on each of my responses for the ones I did re-

spond to. I think this project will give me a real-life experience of being a ref-

erence librarian.  

Collection Development: Working on the Collection Development project, I learned that 

finding books that meet the endowment requirement of being material to be used in a K-12 

classroom is a big part of the collection development process.  The most valuable lesson 

learned was that even if the books I find don’t meet the requirements, the act of selecting 

and evaluating books for a collection requires understanding the readers and being able to 

defend my choices. While most of the books I found didn’t meet the endowment criteria, 

some of the books were placed on a wish list and others were placed on a social justice grant 

collection list.    

 Can Virtual Library Practicums Be Successful?  

A Practicum Student’s Experience  
 

By: Nyra White and Justin Easterday 

 Doing a virtual practicum turned out to be the best experience for me. I work full-time and during this summer I had to travel a few times. 
I brought my computer with me and was still able to complete a few practicum hours while traveling.   

 During my instruction workshop, I learned that I was the first person to complete a virtual practicum at the Gulf Coast library, as well as 
this is the first time Justin is supervising a virtual practicum. This made me realize that the work Justin and I did can serve as a template for 
the next practicum student. I am very proud of our collaboration and work.   



 To help stay organized and focused on the practicum goals set, during the 

first week Justin created a Teams file with shared documents we collaborat-

ed on throughout the practicum. We also set regular weekly meetings. By 

week 6, we assessed what projects needed more attention and developed a 

schedule for the rest of the practicum. With the set schedule, I was able to 

focus on completing collection development, the instruction workshop and 

set collaboration meetings to work on the LibGuide project together, which 

allowed me to resolve any issues I had, and Justin explained accessibility el-

ements.   
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