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Southern Miss Roots & Shoots 
Organization 
The organization of the Southern Miss Roots & Shoots® chapter was sponsored by Lynn 
Houston and students from the Hattiesburg High School Roots & Shoots chapter spring 
2005 (for more information see www.rootsandshoots.org). Drs. Rex Gandy, Mike Davis, 
and Sherry Herron have served as university advisors for the new chapter during the 
academic year and are working with student leaders Sondra Simpson and Melissa 
Sanchez to promote the group’s activities. Over 40 students have attended the 
organizational meetings. Roots & Shoots® engages and inspires youth through 
community service and service learning. Founded by Dr. Jane Goodall, this global 
program emphasizes the principle that knowledge leads to compassion, which inspires 
action (see www.janegoodall.org). 
 
Our chapter sponsored workshops conducted by Stan Cross from Warren Wilson College 
on March 28 and 29. The workshops presented EcoTeam, an environmental, project-
based curriculum for elementary students developed in collaboration with the Jane 
Goodall Foundation. 
 
About Roots & Shoots® 

Roots & Shoots® engages and inspires youth through community service and 
service learning. Founded by Dr. Jane Goodall, this global program emphasizes the 
principle that knowledge leads to compassion, which inspires action (see 
www.janegoodall.org). 
Our Mission: To foster respect and compassion for all living things, to promote 
understanding of all cultures and beliefs, and to inspire each individual to take action to 
make the world a better place for people, animals, and the environment. 
Our Goals 

• To implement positive change through active learning about, caring for, and 
interacting with the environment  

• To demonstrate care and concern for all animals  
• To enhance understanding among individuals of different cultures, ethnic groups, 

religions, socio-economic levels, and nations through our global communications 
network   

• To help young people develop self-respect, confidence in themselves, and hope 
for the future  

  Our History 
       The Roots & Shoots program began when 16 students gathered with Dr. Goodall on 
her front porch in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania in 1991. The students were fascinated by 
animal behavior and concerned about the state of the environment. But their schools 
didn’t cover these topics. The students wondered if they could further these interests 
through out-of-school activities. Their conversation ranged from how to help 
chimpanzees to how their actions might affect their communities. The sixteen returned to 
their schools with a task: find other interested young people and take action. And so the 
Roots & Shoots program was born. Since then, Roots & Shoots has spread rapidly. More 
than 6,000 groups – ranging in size from two to 2,000 – have registered in more than 87 
countries. 
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