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           Figure 14. "Long live the friendship between the peoples  

       and armies of China and the Soviet Union,  

       early 1950s,"Source:                  

           http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan        

           =en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=0782-001M&type=f 

 
         Figure 15. "Multiply glory of the fathers! Keep  

                the traditions of the fleet!" Source:       

         http://sovietposters.ru/pages/177.htm 
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         Figure 16. "Become a member 

            of DOSFLOT! (the Society  

            for Voluntary Support  of the  

            Soviet Navy)," Source: 

                 http://ansmagazine.com/Summer05/Motherland 

 
                  Figure 17."Stalin raised us  

              to be faithful to the Soviet 

              people!" Source: 

http://ansmagazine.com/Summer05/Motherland 

 

http://ansmagazine.com/Summer05/Motherland
http://ansmagazine.com/Summer05/Motherland
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Air Force Posters 
 

 The analysis of the aviation posters follows the same format as the army and navy 

posters, except that airplanes are included in the weaponry section. The stylization 

follows the same pattern as Socialist Realism. The pilots' gaze never focuses directly at 

the viewer, but does look outward with bravery and nobility like the army and navy 

posters. The incorporation of the Socialist Realist style in air force posters can be traced 

as early as 1951, as seen in figure 22. It is notable, however, that the slogans of the 

Chinese aviation posters grew more aggressive with the rise of Chinese independence 

from the Soviet Union and the onset of the Chinese Cultural Revolution. 

    
               Figure 18. "Long live the Stalin       Figure 19. "To fly higher than all,  

                        Air Force!" Source:          farther than all,                 

    http://sovietposters.ru/pages/002.                      faster than all!"   

    htm                    Source: 

                   http://sovietposter.blogspot.com  

        /2007/08/gotta-jet.html   

         

     

http://sovietposters.ru/pages/002.htm
http://sovietposter.blogspot.com/2007/08/gotta-jet.html
http://sovietposter.blogspot.com/2007/08/gotta-jet.html
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    Figure 20. "Glory to Stalin's eagles!"  

          Source: 

   http://ansmagazine.com/Summer05/Motherland 

 
            Figure 21. "Train ceaselessly to prepare to annihilate  

                    the invading enemy," Source: 

            http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan      

            =en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=0172-001M&type=f 

http://ansmagazine.com/Summer05/Motherland
http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=0172-001M&type=f
http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=0172-001M&type=f
http://chineseposters.net/posters/e13-716.php
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              Figure 22."Our Motherland's airspace  

                 is inviolable."Source: 

   http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao    

   &wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=07    

   64-001M&type=f          

 
        Figure 23. "Invaders will be wiped out!" Source: 

http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=0764-001M&type=f
http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=0764-001M&type=f
http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=0764-001M&type=f
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        http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&    

        wreq=posterzoom&posterid=1390-001L&type=f 

 

"Women hold up half the sky" - Mao Zedong 

 

 Another commonality featured in Chinese communist poster propaganda comes in 

the form of women depicted actively participating in military training. The Socialist 

Realist aesthetic manifests itself in the artwork below. The Chinese furiously promoted 

women in the military and egalitarianism, like their Soviet counterpart.
82

 During World 

War II, the Yanan-based Communist party "offered new freedoms to young Chinese 

women, who could receive a revolutionary education and could participate in the guerilla 

fighting as soldiers on the front lines or could give support on the home front...."
83

 In 

each poster, women hold various guns and sometimes are accompanied by male 

instructors. In contrast to the men, the women do not wear formal military uniforms. 

Perhaps this is because the People's Liberation Army would not formally admit women 

into the military, or because the uniforms were not practical given the additional domestic 

duties of Chinese women. Regardless, this style of artwork and propaganda promoted 

egalitarianism in Chinese communism, encouraging both Chinese men and women to 

learn from each other and from Soviet style models. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
82

 Rhoads Murphey, A History of Asia, 6th ed. (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc., 2009), 
392. 
83

 Ibid. 

http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=1390-001L&type=f
http://www.maopost.com:8000/wcat=mao&wlan=en&wreq=posterzoom&posterid=1390-001L&type=f
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          Figure 24. "Train hard to increase combat efficiency,  

       be always prepared for war," Source: 

            http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php 

 
           Figure 25. "We all are sharpshooters," Source: 

           http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php 

 

 

 

http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php
http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php
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Figure 26.  "Bombard the 'Classic of Women',"     Figure 27. "The army and the people  

               Source:                    drill together," Source: 

http://chineseposters.net/themes/                    http://chineseposters.net/themes/ 

women-warriors.php                    women-warriors.php 

 
     Figure 28. "On the battlefront of coastal defense," Source:            

     http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php 

        

 

 

http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php
http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php
http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php
http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-warriors.php
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 Figure 29. "Military training in the       Figure 30."Women's militia," 

                   snow," Source:                  Source: 

http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-   http://chineseposters.net/themes/women-

warriors.php       warriors.php    

 

Conclusion 

 

 The Sino-Soviet political relationship was like a roller coaster ride. Their 

diplomacy towards each other twisted and turned unexpectedly and rapidly from 1949 to 

1976. Yet despite these jagged and jarring diplomatic turns, Soviet cultural influence 

carried over uninterrupted into China from 1949 to 1976, as seen in the poster 

propaganda featuring the Socialist Realist style. Soviet advisers helped develop the 

hallmark of Soviet art in China, Socialist Realism. The utilization of Socialist Realist 

stylization is present in Chinese poster propaganda in the early 1950s and continues 

throughout the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Many Soviet advisers were removed during 


