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Guest Editors’ Introduction
orVille Vernon burton, Joshua Catalano, and JozeFien de boCk 

The American South has been a focus of digital scholarship for de-
cades. From the statistical analyses of the 1960s and 1970s through the 
era of “new media” in the 1990s, scholars have turned to technology to 
help document, analyze, and share their work. In late 2017, Philip Kolin, 
then editor of The Southern Quarterly, wrote to Vernon Burton asking if he 
would guest-edit an issue for the journal on the Digital South to highlight 
some of the new work in the field and reflect on the changes from the past 
half-century. Because Burton and Clemson University were working to es-
tablish the first doctoral degree in digital history in the United States, the 
chair of the history department encouraged Burton to take on the task. At 
that time Burton was co-teaching a graduate digital history class and visit-
ing Fulbright Scholar Jozefien DeBock of the Netherlands was sitting in on 
the seminar and volunteered to work with Burton to put together this special 
issue. Bringing on board DeBock gave us an international perspective to 
the work on the Digital South. We put together announcements and calls for 
proposals, and we contacted individual scholars and teams of scholars who 
we knew were doing projects on the Digital South. In the meantime, another 
digital historian, Joshua Catalano, arrived at Clemson in 2018 and agreed 
to join as the third editor of the volume. Catalano received his Ph.D. from 
George Mason University, where he was trained both as a public historian 
and in the latest techniques in digital history. Together, we started reading 
the submissions, finding peer reviewers, and reaching out to digital project 
creators and practitioners to fill gaps in content matter. 

We received so many great submissions that we decided to divide the 
issue into three sections: the first section consists of a series of full-length 
articles. In “Mapping the New Gay South: Queer Space and Southern Life 
1965-1980,” Eric Gonzaba and Amanda Regan use digital mapping meth-
ods to reveal the presence of a growing and diverse LGBTQ community 
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