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GENERAL SUMMARY

A total of 193 taxa (species and their varieties) represent-

ing 38 genera comprise the present checklist. Genera with
the largest number of taxa arc Navicula andNitzschiawith
46 and 36, respectively. The next most abundant taxa were

species of Amphora (15), Mastogloia (11), and Achnanthes

(10). Also well represented are Cocconeis, Cyclotella,

Diploneis, Gyrosigna, and Synedra with six taxa each.

Eleven taxa were collected onlyfrom Sargassum in the near-

shore waters of southwestern Louisiana.
The present checklist provides important distributional

information of an ecologically important group of organ-

isms. Future studies of the varied habitats along the Louisi-
ana coast should result in many new additions to this pre-

liminary checklist.
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