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the classroom.   One of this researcher’s biggest challenges with this study was the speed 

that technology develops and changes compared to the lag in educational policy, 

curriculum development, professional training, and implementation in our schools.  

Summary 

 The study was conducted in a large suburban school district located in the 

southeastern region of the United States.  The school district selected for the study was 

one of the largest in the country with over 100,000 students representing a broad cross-

section of the diversity located in the school district community.  Data were collected 

from 410 subjects, including 18 school administrators and 392 teachers, from 9 middle 

schools and 9 high schools within the school district.  

The research project, entitled A Comparison of the Attitudes of Educational 

Administrators and Teachers on Cell Phone Use as an Educational Tool, was initiated to 

delve into the possibilities of cellular technology use in the classroom.  The researcher 

investigated if there were differences in attitudes for middle school and high school 

administrators and teachers.  The researcher also investigated differences in attitudes of 

administrators and teachers based on role and demographic factors by age, gender, years 

of experience in education, level of professional training in technology, and ownership of 

a cell phone or smart phone.  The research survey also included one open-ended question: 

What factors influence the use of technology in the classroom for educational purposes? 

No significant difference was found between the attitudes of administrators or 

teachers toward the use of cell phones as educational tools in the classroom.   

Additionally, no statistically significant difference was found in the attitudes of 

administrators or teachers on the use of cell phones as educational tools in the classroom 



102 

 

 

based on demographic factors of age, gender, years of experience in education, level of 

professional training, or ownership of a cell phone or smart phone. While no statistical 

significance was found in the quantitative part of the study, responses to the open-ended 

question for both demonstrated openness to the use of cell technology in the classroom if 

the questions related to training and logistics could be solved.  
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APPENDIX A 

PERMISSION TO CONDUCT RESEARCH 
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APPENDIX B 

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD NOTICE OF COMMITTEEE ACTION 
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APPENDIX C 

 

CELL PHONE USE SURVEY 

 

This study is being conducted to investigate attitudes of administrators and teachers 

towards the use of cell phone technology in the classroom, as an educational tool.  

Participation is completely voluntary and may be discontinued at any time without 

penalty.  By completing and returning this questionnaire, you are indicating your 

willingness to participate in the study.  All responses will be anonymous. 

Section One: 

For each question below, circle the number that best reflects your level of agreement         

 

 

 

1.  Cell phones could be used in classroom  

      instruction. 

2.  Older teachers are not comfortable with all the 

     capabilities of today’s cell phones.      

3.  Veteran educators will find it difficult to adapt to the 

      use of cell phone technology in the classroom. 

4.  Many students cannot afford cell phones, so they 

     cannot be used as instructional tools. 

5.  Teachers are properly trained in the use of cell 

     phone technology for instruction. 

6.  Student use of cell phones in the classroom for  

     instruction will improve student engagement. 

7.  Cell phones should be used in the classroom 

8.  Male teachers are more comfortable with cell phone 

     technology, than females. 

9.  Veteran educators see no reason to incorporate the  

      use of cell phones in the classroom. 

10. The majority of students have cell phones that could  

      be used in the classroom for instructional purposes. 

11. Use of cell phones in the classroom for instruction will  

       be distracting. 

12.  Teachers need training to use cell phones in the  

       classroom for instructions. 

SD                           SA 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 
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13.  Cell phones have no place in the classroom. 

14.  Students will use their cell phones for harmful  

       practices, if allowed in the classroom.  

15.  Students will use their cell phones as directed in  

       the classroom. 

16.  The majority of students have cell phones that could  

       be used in the classroom for instructional purposes. 

  

 

Section Two: 

Please check responses that describe the participant: 

 

 _____ Administrator     _____  Teacher 

2.  Age: 

 _____ 20-29 _____ 30-39    _____ 40-49  _____  50+ 

3.  Gender: 

 _____ Female      _____ Male 

4.  Experience in education: 

 _____ 0-5 _____ 6-10 _____  11-15 _____ 16-20 _____ 21+ 

6.  Professional training in technology use: 

 _____ No Training _____ Some Training _____ Extensive Training 

7. Own a cell phone: 

 _____ Yes      _____ No 

8. Own a smart phone: 

 _____ Yes       _____No 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 
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Section Three-In the space provided, please answer the following question: 

What factors influence the use of technology in the classroom for educational purposes? 
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APPENDIX D 

LETTER TO SURVEY PARTICIPANTS 

Karen S.  Lockhart 

3070 Branford Court 

Marietta, Georgia 30062 

 

 

Dear Colleague; 

 

 I am seeking your assistance.  I have been administratively approved by the Cobb 

County School District to conduct a research study titled A Comparison of the Attitudes 

of Educational Administrators and Teachers on Cell Phone Use as an Educational Tool.  

A copy of the approval letter is included within the email.  I am now seeking the 

participation of your school in my study.  As you are aware, the Cobb County School 

District has moved forward with implementation of a “bring your own technology” 

program for all schools. My study has the potential to provide vital information for the 

district to draw upon for designing professional development opportunities to assist our 

teachers with this program. 

 My research study calls for the participation of 10 high school and middle school 

administrative teams and the participation of 10 high school and middle school teaching 

staffs.  I am, therefore, asking for the participation of your administrative team and 

teaching staff.   Individuals will take a short survey, which will take no more than 10 

minutes to complete. I will bring to your school a packet containing surveys, participation 

letters, and self-addressed envelopes. I am asking that your school secretary be 
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responsible for collecting the surveys and consent letters. I will be happy to pick them up, 

once completed. 

 The data from the study will be analyzed for statistical significance.   I will be 

happy to share the results of the study with you upon completion. 

Thank you for your assistance! 

 

 

Karen Lockhart  
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APPENDIX E 

PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM 

My signature below indicates that I have agreed to participate in the study titled 

“A Comparison of the Attitudes of Educational Administrators and Teachers on 

Cell Phone Use as an Educational Tool” to be conducted during the  Fall Semester of 

2013  at my school location.  

I understand that the purpose of the research project is to investigate the attitudes 

of administrators and teachers regarding the use of cell phones for educational purposes 

versus the demographic factors of age, gender, socioeconomic status, professional 

experience, technology training, and educational roles of the participants. 

Cobb County School District has moved towards implementation of a “bring your 

own technology program” for all schools.  Beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, 

three middle schools participated in the pilot program.  This study can provide additional 

vital information for the district to draw upon for designing a successful program for 

long-term use.  The Information could also be used to design appropriate professional 

development for staff members to ensure better support and use.   

 I agree to the following conditions with the understanding that I can withdraw 

from this study at any time without penalty. 

 The information of participants will be protected.  The individual 

participant’s responses will be coded by letters (A, B, C, …) and numbers 

(1, 2, 3, …) to protect the confidentiality and anonymity of the 

participants.   

 Information gathered during the course of the study will become part of 

the data analysis and may contribute to published reports and 

presentations. 

 There are no foreseeable risks for participants. 

 Participation in the study is completely voluntary, and there will be no 

penalty for nonparticipation. 

Signature________________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX F 

SURVEY ADMINISTRATION 

To participating principals: 

Thank you for your assistance in the administration of the enclosed surveys.  

Information collected from the surveys will be the statistical basis for the designated 

research study.  The focus of the study is to investigate the attitudes of administrators and 

teachers regarding the use of cell phones for educational purposes versus the 

demographic factors of age, gender, socio-economic status, professional experience, 

technology training, and educational roles of the participants.  The research findings 

could be useful for school districts contemplating movement into “bring your own 

technology” programs. 

Please complete the following steps: 

1.  Ask all members of your administrative and teaching staffs to participate in the 

survey. 

2.  Distribute the enclosed surveys, participant consent forms, and pencils to participants 

in the survey.   

3.  Direct participants to read carefully the individual participant consent form.   

4.  Explain that participation in the survey is voluntary and without penalty for 

     nonparticipation. 

5.  Explain that results will be coded by letter and number to ensure confidentiality of 

     responses and schools. 

6.  Request signatures on participant consent forms to indicate informed consent. 

7.  Request that the school secretary collect the completed surveys and consent forms and  

     place them in the provided return envelopes.  

8.  Seal envelopes and place them in a locked file cabinet. 

9.  Notify researcher that envelopes are ready for collection. (See contact information  

     below.) 
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 Your support in the administration of this survey is critical to the success of this 

research project.  If you have any questions, please contact Karen Lockhart at (404) 697-

8130 or at karenllockhart@bellsouth.net. 

 

Sincerely, 

Karen S. Lockhart 

SURVEY ADMINISTRATION SCRIPT 

Good _______.   

We have been asked to participate in a pilot research study.  The research project 

is entitled A Comparison of the Attitudes of Educational Administrators and 

Teachers on Cell Phone Use as an Educational Tool. 

Today, I will administer a survey to you for the study.  The survey includes 25 

items:  8 participant demographic responses, 16 Likert-like rating statements to determine 

the attitudes of participants, and 1 open-ended question to allow elaboration on concerns 

regarding the use of educational technology in the classroom. 

First, I will distribute a letter to you from the researcher.  The letter explains that 

participation in the study is anonymous and voluntary and that there will be no penalty 

for nonparticipation.  It also clarifies that participation may be discontinued at any time 

without penalty or prejudice for the participants.  You are asked to sign the letter to 

indicate your consent to participate in the study.  These letters will be collected by the 

school secretary and placed in an envelope marked consent letters. 

Second, I will distribute the survey to you for completion.  It should take 

approximately 10 minutes to complete the survey. Upon completion, return the survey to 

the school secretary.  The surveys will be placed in a second envelope marked surveys. 

Thank you for your time.  The information collected from this survey will be 

analyzed, providing valuable feedback for the researcher.  This feedback will assist the 

researcher in completion of a future dissertation. 
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