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PARTICIPANT SURVEY LETTER 2007 

 

Dear Student, 

 

You have been selected to complete a survey that will give a better understanding to the 

climate and culture of alcohol and other drugs at the University of Southern Mississippi.  

Your response is important and will help us to better understand the frequency and extent 

of alcohol and drug use on campus, perceptions about use on campus, and the problems 

related to use. 

 

This survey will only take about 20 minutes to complete. It is confidential and 

anonymous.  The results are compiled by an off-campus organization and there are no 

risks associated with completing the survey.  If you are under the age of 18, do not 

complete this survey. 

 

The survey is available from now until October 5, 2007. 

 

After you complete the online survey, you will be eligible to win one of four (4) $250 

textbook scholarships.  The drawings will be held the week of October 8, 2007 

 

If you have questions about the survey, please feel free to contact me at 

michael.a.mitchell@usm.edu 

 

TO ACCESS THE SURVEY:  Go to http:www and use the 5-digit login code. 

 

 

Thanks for your participation, 

 

Mike Mitchell, Associate Dean of Students 

University of Southern Mississippi 

mailto:michael.a.mitchell@usm.edu


 

 

APPENDIX G 

 

PARTICIPANT SURVEY LETTER 2010 

 

Dear Student, 

 

You have been selected to complete a survey that will give a better understanding to the 

climate and culture of alcohol and other drugs at the University of Southern Mississippi.  

Your response is important and will help us to better understand the frequency and extent 

of alcohol and drug use on campus, perceptions about use on campus, and the problems 

related to use. 

 

This survey will only take about 20 minutes to complete. It is confidential and 

anonymous.  The results are compiled by an off-campus organization and there are no 

risks associated with completing the survey.  If you are under the age of 18, do not 

complete this survey. 

 

The survey is available from now until October 29, 2010. 

 

After you complete the online survey, you will be eligible to win one of four (4) $100 

textbook scholarships.  The drawings will be held the week of November 1, 2010 

 

If you have questions about the survey, please feel free to contact me at 

mmitchell@usouthal.edu 

 

TO ACCESS THE SURVEY:  Go to http:www  and use the 5-digit login code. 

 

 

Thanks for your participation, 

 

Mike Mitchell, Doctoral Student 

University of Southern Mississippi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Risks 

 

There are no perceived risks of participation in the completion of this study.  All 

completed surveys are maintained by the CORE Institute.  Only compiled data is 

provided to the university. 

 

Because the university will not use a tracking system to administer the survey, anonymity 

is assured.  The CORE Institute‟s dedicated server maintains a single identifier for the 

date which is assigned to the student‟s survey at the time of login.  This identifier is 

known only to the student by using Thawte encryption.  The CORE Institute does not 

know or have access to the identifiers.  The identifier is linked to only to the data and not 

the student.  The identifier allows the student to go back and complete the survey should 

they not be able to complete it in one sitting.  Once the survey is completed it is locked 

and the identifier will no longer open the survey.  Firewalls are used to protect the server.  

The server is protected from the public and the CORE Institute‟s network. 

 

 

Informed Consent 

 

You have been selected to complete a survey that will give a better understanding to the 

climate and culture of alcohol and other drugs at the University of Southern Mississippi.  

Your response is important and will help us to better understand the frequency and extent 

of alcohol and drug use on campus, perceptions about use on campus, and the problems 

related to use.  There are no risks associated with completing this survey. 

 

I understand that my participation in this survey is completely voluntary and may be 

discontinued at any time without penalty, prejudice, or loss of benefits.  Completion and 

submission of this survey implies my consent to participate.  I understand that if I am 

under the age of 18, I need consent to complete this survey.  If I am under the age of 18, I 

should not complete this survey. 

 

I will be completing a brief survey about my use of drugs and alcohol that will take 

approximately 20 minutes to complete.  I understand that all of the information I provide 

is confidential and protected by a 9-digit number that will be provided only to me and 

may only be used by me to access my survey should I not complete it in a single sitting.  

Once the survey is completed, even the 9-digit number will not access the survey 

information.  I understand that once I complete the survey, I will be entered into a 

drawing for four (4) $100 textbook scholarships. 

 

This project has been reviewed by the Human Subjects Review Committee, which 

ensures that research projects involving human subjects follow federal regulations.  Any 

questions or concerns about rights as a research participant should be directed to the 

Chair of the Institutional Research Board at 601.266.6820.  Any questions about the 

research should be directed to Michael Mitchell at 251.680.7551. 
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